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No Lesson to Be Lost 
OT ONE ACT in the life of Christ was 
unimportant. Every event of His life was 
for the benefit of His followers in future 
time. This circumstance of the tarry of 
Christ in Jerusalem teaches an important 

lesson to those who should believe on Him....  

Jesus was acquainted with hearts. He knew that, as the 
crowd returned in company from Jerusalem, there 
would be much talking and visiting which would not be 
seasoned with humility and grace, and the Messiah and 
His mission would be nearly forgotten. It was His choice 
to return from Jerusalem with His parents alone; for in 
being retired, His father and mother would have more 
time for reflection, and for meditation upon the 
prophecies which referred to His future sufferings and 
death. He did not wish the painful events which they 
were to experience in His offering up His life for the sins 
of the world, to be new and unexpected to them. He was 
separated from them in their return to Jerusalem. After 
the celebration of the Passover, they sought Him 
sorrowing three days. When He should be slain for the 
sins of the world, He would be separated from them, 
lost to them, for three days. But after that, He would 
reveal Himself to them, and be found of them, and their 
faith rely upon Him as the Redeemer of the fallen race, 
the advocate with the Father in their behalf.  

Here is a lesson of instruction to all the followers of 
Christ. He designed that none of these lessons should 
be lost, but be written for the benefit of future 
generations. There is necessity of carefulness of words 
and actions when Christians are associated together, 
lest Jesus be forgotten of them, and they pass along 
careless of the fact that Jesus is not among them. When 
they are aroused to their condition, they discover that 
they have journeyed without the presence of Him who 
could give peace and joy to their hearts, and days are 
occupied in returning, and searching for Him whom 
they should have retained with them every moment. 
Jesus will not be found in the company of those who are 
careless of His presence, and who engage in 
conversation having no reference to their Redeemer, in 
whom they profess their hopes of eternal life are 
centered. Jesus shuns the company of such, so also do 
the angels who do His commands. These heavenly 

messengers are not attracted to the crowd where minds 
are diverted from heavenly things. These pure and holy 
spirits cannot remain in the company where Jesus’ 
presence is not desired and encouraged, and His absence 
not marked. For this reason, great mourning, grief, and 
discouragement exist. Through lack of meditation, 
watchfulness, and prayer, they have lost all that is 
valuable. The divine rays of light emanating from Jesus 
are not with them, cheering them with their loving, 
elevating influence. They are enshrouded in gloom, 
because their careless, irreverent spirit has separated 
Jesus from their company, and driven the ministering 
angels from them. Many who attend meetings of 
devotion, and have been instructed by the servants of 
God, and been greatly refreshed and blessed in seeking 
Jesus, have returned to their homes no better than they 
left them, because they did not feel the importance of 
praying and watching thereunto, as they returned to 
their homes. They frequently feel inclined to complain 
of others, because they realize their loss. Some murmur 
against God, and do not reproach themselves as being 
the cause of their own darkness, and sufferings of mind. 
These should not reflect upon others. The fault is in 
themselves. They talked and jested, and visited away the 
heavenly Guest, and themselves they have only to 
blame. It is the privilege of all to retain Jesus with them. 
If they do this, their words must be select, seasoned 
with grace.  The thoughts of their hearts must be 
disciplined to meditate upon heavenly and divine 
things. {The Spirit of Prophecy 2:35-38} 

After Joseph and Mary had searched for Him for three 
days, they found Him in the court of the temple, “sitting 
in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and 
asking them questions. And all that heard Him were 
astonished at His understanding and answers.” He 
asked His questions with a grace that charmed these 
learned men. He was a perfect pattern for all youth. 
Ever He manifested deference and respect for age. The 
religion of Jesus will never lead any child to be rude and 
uncourteous. {The Youth's Instructor, September 8, 1898} 

Christ did not enter upon His public ministry for 
eighteen years after this, but He was constantly 
ministering to others, improving every opportunity 
offered Him. Even in His childhood He spoke words of 

N



comfort and tenderness to young and old. His mother 
could not but mark His words, His spirit, His willing 
obedience to all her requirements. {The Youth's Instructor, 
September 8, 1898} 

It is not correct to say, as many writers have said, that 
Christ was like all children. He was not like all children. 
Many children are misguided and mismanaged. But 
Joseph, and especially Mary, kept before them the 

remembrance of their child's divine Fatherhood. Jesus 
was instructed in accordance with the sacred character 
of His mission. His  inclination to right was a constant 
gratification to His parents. The questions He asked 
them led them to study most earnestly the great 
elements of truth. His soul-stirring words about nature 
and the God of nature opened and enlightened their 
minds. {SDA Bible Commentary, Volume 5, Pg. 1116} ■  
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