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The Secret Place 
NOCH KEPT THE LORD ever before him, 
and the Inspired Word says that he “walked 
with God.” He made Christ his constant 
companion. He was in the world, and  
performed his duties to the world; but he was 

ever under the influence of Jesus. He reflected Christ's 
character, exhibiting the same qualities of goodness, 
mercy, tender compassion, sympathy, forbearance, 
meekness, humility, and love. His association with 
Christ day by day transformed him into the image of 
Him with whom he was so intimately connected. Day by 
day he was growing away from his own way into Christ's 
way, the heavenly, the divine, in his thoughts and 
feelings. He was constantly inquiring, Is this the way of 
the Lord? His was a constant growth, and he had 
fellowship with the Father and the Son. This is genuine 
sanctification. {The Review and Herald, April 28, 1891} 

Beholding Christ means studying His life as given in His 
Word. We are to dig for truth as for hidden treasure. We 
are to fix our eyes upon Christ. When we take Him as 
our personal Saviour, this gives us boldness to approach 
the throne of grace. By beholding we become changed, 
morally assimilated to the One who is perfect in 
character. By receiving His imputed righteousness, 
through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, we 
become like Him. The image of Christ is cherished, and 
it captivates the whole being. {Manuscript 148, 1897} 

Beholding Christ for the purpose of becoming like Him, 
the seeker after truth sees the perfection of the 
principles of God's law, and he becomes dissatisfied with 
everything but perfection. Hiding his life in the life of 
Christ, he sees that the holiness of the divine law is 
revealed in the character of Christ, and more and more 
earnestly he strives to be like Him. A warfare may be 
expected at any time, for the tempter sees that he is 
losing one of his subjects. A battle must be fought with 
the attributes which Satan has been strengthening for 
his own use. The human agent sees what he has to 
contend with—a strange power opposed to the idea of 
attaining the perfection that Christ holds out. But with 
Christ there is saving power that will gain for him 
victory in the conflict. The Saviour will strengthen and 
help him as he comes pleading for grace and efficiency. 
{Manuscript 89, 1903} 

When Christ is loved more than self, the Saviour's 
beautiful image is reflected in the believer....  

Until self is laid upon the altar of sacrifice, Christ will 
not be reflected in the character. When self is buried, 
and Christ occupies the throne of the heart, there will 
be a revelation of principles that will clear the moral 
atmosphere surrounding the soul. {Letter 108, 1899}  

The Holy Spirit has been prevented from coming in to 
mold and fashion heart and mind, because men suppose 
that they understand best how to form their own 
characters. And they think that they may safely form 
their characters after their own model. But there is only 
one model after which human character is to be formed
—the character of Christ. Those who behold the Saviour 
are changed from glory to greater glory. When men will 
consent to submit to Christ's will, to be partakers of the 
divine nature, their crooked, human peculiarities will 
disappear. When they decide that they will retain their 
own peculiarities and disagreeable traits of character, 
Satan takes them and places his yoke on them, using 
them to do his service. He uses their talents for selfish 
purposes, causing them to set an example so 
disagreeable, so un-Christlike, that they become a 
reproach to the cause of God. {Manuscript 102, 1903} 

As one becomes acquainted with the history of the 
Redeemer, he discovers in himself serious defects; his 
unlikeness to Christ is so great that he sees the 
necessity for radical changes in his life. Still he studies 
with a desire to become like his great Exemplar. He 
catches the looks, the spirit, of his beloved Master. By 
beholding, by “looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith,” he becomes changed into the same 
image.  

It is not by looking away from Him that we imitate the 
life of Jesus, but by talking of Him, by dwelling upon 
His perfections, by seeking to refine the taste and 
elevate the character, by trying—through faith and love, 
and by earnest,  persevering effort—to approach the 
perfect Pattern. By having a knowledge of Christ—His 
words, His habits, and His lessons of instruction—we 
borrow the virtues of the character we have so closely 
studied, and become imbued with the spirit we have so 
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much admired. Jesus becomes to us “the chiefest among 
ten thousand,” the One “altogether lovely.” {The Review 
and Herald, March 15, 1887} 

When the soul is brought into close relationship with 
the great Author of light and truth, impressions are 
made upon it revealing its true position before God. 
Then self will die, pride will be laid low, and Christ will 
draw His own image in deeper lines upon the soul. 
{Manuscript 1a, 1890}  

No other life was ever so crowded with labor and 
responsibility as was that of Jesus; yet how often He 
was found in prayer! How constant was His communion 
with God! Again and again in the history of His earthly 
life are found records such as these: “Rising up a great 
while before day, He went out, and departed into a 
solitary place, and there prayed.” “Great multitudes 
came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their 
infirmities. And He withdrew Himself into the 
wilderness, and prayed.” “And it came to pass in those 
days, that He went out into a mountain to pray, and 
continued all night in prayer to God.” Mark 1:35; Luke 
5:15, 16; 6:12.  

In a life wholly devoted to the good of others, the 
Saviour found  it necessary to withdraw from the 
thoroughfares of travel and from the throng that 
followed Him day after day. He must turn aside from a 
life of ceaseless activity and contact with human needs, 
to seek retirement and unbroken communion with His 
Father. As one with us, a sharer in our needs and 
weaknesses, He was wholly dependent upon God, and in 
the secret place of prayer He sought divine strength, 
that He might go forth braced for duty and trial. In a 
world of sin Jesus endured struggles and torture of soul. 
In communion with God He could unburden the 
sorrows that were crushing Him. Here He found 
comfort and joy.  

In Christ the cry of humanity reached the Father of 
infinite pity. As a man He supplicated the throne of God 
till His humanity was charged with a heavenly current 
that should connect humanity with divinity. Through 
continual communion He received life from God, that 
He might impart life to the world. His experience is to 
be ours.  {The Desire of Ages, 363} ■  
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