
 THE PRESENT TRUTH  
Evangelist Stephen D. Lewis 

Out of the Whole World  
Just Two Classes 

KNOW YE NOT, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness? Romans 6:16 

There can be only two classes. Each party is distinctly 
stamped, either with the seal of the living God, or with 
the mark of the beast or his image. {The Review and Herald, 
January 30, 1900} 

In the great conflict between faith and unbelief the 
whole Christian world will be involved. All will take 
sides. Some apparently may not engage in the conflict 
on either side. They may not appear to take sides 
against the truth, but they will not come out boldly for 
Christ through fear of losing property or suffering 
reproach. All such are numbered with the enemies of 
Christ. {The Review and Herald, February 7, 1893} 

As we near the close of time the demarcation between 
the children of light and the children of darkness will 
be more and more decided. They will be more and more 
at variance. This difference is expressed  in the words 
of Christ, “born again”—created anew in Christ, dead 
to the world, and alive unto God. These are the walls of 
separation that divide the heavenly from the earthly 
and describe the difference between those who belong 
to the world and those who are chosen out of it, who 
are elect, precious in the sight of God. {Special Testimony 
to the Battle Creek Church (Ph 155), 3 (1882)} 

Those who have been members of the same family are 
separated. A mark is placed upon the righteous. “They 
shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when 
I make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him” [Malachi 3:17]. 
Tho s e w h o h a v e b e e n o b e d i e n t t o G o d ' s 
commandments will unite with the company of the 
saints in light. They shall enter in through the gates 
into the city, and have right to the tree of life.  

“The one shall be taken.” His name shall stand in the 
book of life, while those with whom he associated shall 
have the mark of eternal separation from God. 
{Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 234, 235 (1895)} 

Many who have not had the privileges that we have 
had will go into heaven before those who have had 
great light and who have not walked in it. Many have 
lived up to the best light they have had and will be 
judged accordingly. {Letter 36, 1895} 

All must wait for the appointed time, until the warning 
shall have gone to all parts of the world, until sufficient 
light and evidence have been given to every soul. Some 
will have less light than others, but each one will be 
judged according to the light received. {Manuscript 77, 
1899} 

We have been given great light in regard to God's law. 
This law is the standard of character. To it man is now 
required to conform, and by it he will be judged in the 
last great day. In that day men will be dealt with 
according to the light they have received. {The Gospel 
Herald, January, 1901 (Supplement)} 

Those who have had great light and have disregarded it 
stand in a worse position than those who have not 
been given so many advantages. They exalt themselves 
but not the Lord. The punishment inflicted on human 
beings will in every case be proportionate to the 
dishonor they have brought on God. {Manuscript Releases 
8:168 (1901)} 

Everyone is to have sufficient light to make his 
decision intelligently. {The Great Controversy, 605 (1911). } 

None will be condemned for not heeding light and 
knowledge that they never had, and they could not 
obtain. But many refuse to obey the truth that is 
presented to them by Christ's ambassadors, because 
they wish to conform to the world's standard, and the 
truth that has reached their understanding, the light  
that has shone in the soul, will condemn them in the 
judgment. {The S.D.A. Bible Commentary 5:1145 (1884)} 

Those who have an opportunity to hear the truth and 
yet take no pains to hear or understand it, thinking 
that if they do not hear they will not be accountable, 
will be judged guilty before God the same as if they had 



heard and rejected. There will be no excuse for those 
who choose to go in error when they might understand 
what is truth. In His sufferings and death Jesus has 
made atonement for all sins of ignorance, but there is 
no provision made for willful blindness.  

We shall not be held accountable for the light that has 
not reached our perception, but for that which we have 
resisted and refused. A man could not apprehend the 
truth which had never been presented to him, and 
therefore could not be condemned for light he had 
never had. {The S.D.A. Bible Commentary 5:1145 (1893)} 

The decisions of the last day turn upon our practical 
benevolence. Christ acknowledges every act of 
beneficence as done to Himself. {Testimonies to Ministers and 
Gospel Workers, 400 (1896)} 

When the nations are gathered before Him, there will 
be but two classes, and their eternal destiny will be 
determined by what they have done or have neglected 
to do for Him in the person of the poor and 
suffering....  

Among the heathen are those who worship God 
ignorantly, those to whom the light is never brought 
by human instrumentality, yet they will not perish.  

Though ignorant of the written law of God, they have 
heard His voice speaking to them in nature, and have 
done the things that the law required. Their works are 
evidence that the Holy Spirit has touched their hearts, 
and they are recognized as the children of God. 

How surprised and gladdened will be the lowly among 
the nations, and among the heathen, to hear from the 
lips of the Saviour, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me”! How glad will be the heart of Infinite Love 
as His followers look up with surprise and joy at His 
words of approval! {The Desire of Ages, 637, 638 (1898)} 

In the day of judgment some will plead this good deed 
and that as a reason why they should receive 
consideration. They will say, “I set up young men in 
business. I gave money to found hospitals. I relieved 
the necessities of widows, and took the poor into my 
home.” Yes, but your motives were so defiled by 
selfishness that the deed was not acceptable in the 
sight of the Lord. In all that you did, self was brought 
prominently to view. {Manuscript 53, 1906} 

It is the motive that gives character to our acts, 
stamping them with ignominy or with high moral 
worth. {The Desire of Ages, 615 (1898)}  ■   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