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How Am I to Make the 
Surrender of Myself to God? 

THE WHOLE HEART must be yielded to God, or the 
change can never be wrought in us by which we are to 
be restored to His likeness. By nature we are alienated 
from God. The Holy Spirit describes our condition in 
such words as these: “Dead in trespasses and sins;” 
“the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint;” “no 
soundness in it.” We are held fast in the snare of Satan, 
“taken captive by him at his will.” God desires to heal 
us, to set us free. But since this requires an entire 
transformation, a renewing of our whole nature, we 
must yield ourselves wholly to Him. 

The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was 
ever fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the 
will of God, requires a struggle; but the soul must 
submit to God before it can be renewed in holiness. 

In giving ourselves to God, we must necessarily give up 
all that would separate us from Him. Hence the 
Saviour says, “Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh 
not all that he hath, he cannot be My disciple.” Luke 
14:33. Whatever shall draw away the heart from God 
must be given up. Mammon is the idol of many. The 
love of money, the desire for wealth, is the golden 
chain that binds them to Satan. Reputation and 
worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life 
of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is the 
idol of others. But these slavish bands must be broken. 
We cannot be half the Lord's and half the world's. We 
are not God's children unless we are such entirely. 

Many are inquiring, “How am I to make the surrender 
of myself to God?” You desire to give yourself to Him, 
but you are weak in moral power, in slavery to doubt, 
and controlled by the habits of your life of sin. Your 
promises and resolutions are like ropes of sand. You 
cannot control your thoughts, your impulses, your 
affections. The knowledge of your broken promises and 
forfeited pledges weakens your confidence in your own 
sincerity, and causes you to feel that God cannot 
accept you; but you need not despair. What you need 
to understand is the true force of the will. This is the 
governing power in the nature of man, the power of 

decision, or of choice. Everything depends on the right 
action of the will. The power of choice God has given to 
men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your 
heart, you cannot of yourself give to God its affections; 
but you can choose to serve Him. You can give Him 
your will; He will then work in you to will and to do 
according to His good pleasure. Thus your whole 
nature will be brought under the control of the Spirit 
of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, 
your thoughts will be in harmony with Him.  

Desires for goodness and holiness are right as  far as 
they go; but if you stop here, they will avail nothing. 
Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be 
Christians. They do not come to the point of yielding 
the will to God. They do not now choose to be 
Christians.  

Through the right exercise of the will, an entire change 
may be made in your life. By yielding up your will to 
Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all 
principalities and powers. You will have strength from 
above to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant 
surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life, 
even the life of faith. {Steps to Christ, Pg. 43-48} 

In our association with one another, we should take 
heed lest we forget Jesus, and pass along unmindful 
that He is not with us. When we become absorbed in 
worldly things so that we have no thought for Him in 
whom our hope of eternal life is centered, we separate 
ourselves from Jesus and from the heavenly angels. 
These holy beings cannot remain where the Saviour's 
presence is not desired, and His absence is not marked. 
This is why discouragement so often exists among the 
professed followers of Christ. 

Many attend religious services, and are refreshed and 
comforted by the word of God; but through neglect of 
meditation, watchfulness, and prayer, they lose the 
blessing, and find themselves more destitute than 
before they received it. Often they feel that God has 
dealt hardly with them. They do not see that the fault 



is their own. By separating themselves from Jesus, 
they have shut away the light of His presence.  

It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each 
day in contemplation of the life of Christ. We should 
take it point by point, and let the imagination grasp 
each scene, especially the closing ones. As we thus 
dwell upon His great sacrifice for us, our confidence in 
Him will be more constant, our love will be quickened, 
and we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit. If 
we would be saved at last, we must learn the lesson of 
penitence and humiliation at the foot of the cross.  

As we associate together, we may be a blessing to one 
another. If we are Christ's, our sweetest thoughts will 
be of Him. We shall love to talk of Him; and as we 
speak to one another of His love, our hearts will be 
softened by divine influences. Beholding the beauty of 
His character, we shall be “changed into the same 
image from glory to glory.” 2 Corinthians 3:18. {The 
Desire of Ages, Pg. 83} 

When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power 
takes possession of the new heart. A change is wrought 
which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a 
supernatural work, bringing a supernatural element 
into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ 

becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a 
revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall 
be known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in 
possession by the heavenly agencies is impregnable to 
the assaults of Satan. But unless we do yield ourselves 
to the control of Christ, we shall be dominated by the 
wicked one. We must inevitably be under the control of 
the one or the other of the two great powers that are 
contending for the supremacy of the world. It is not 
necessary for us deliberately to choose the service of 
the kingdom of darkness in order to come under its 
dominion. We have only to neglect to ally ourselves 
with the kingdom of light. If we do not co-operate with 
the heavenly agencies, Satan will take possession of 
the heart, and will make it his abiding place. The only 
defense against evil is the indwelling of Christ in the 
heart through faith in His righteousness. Unless we 
become vitally connected with God, we can never resist 
the unhallowed effects of self-love, self-indulgence, 
and temptation to sin. We may leave off many bad 
habits, for the time we may part company with Satan; 
but without a vital connection with God, through the 
surrender of ourselves to Him moment by moment, we 
shall be overcome. Without a personal acquaintance 
with Christ, and a continual communion, we are at the 
mercy of the enemy, and shall do his bidding in the 
end. {The Desire of Ages, Pg. 324} ■  
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