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I Give You Jesus

One day alone is ours, and during this day we are to live for God. For this one day we are to place in the hand of Christ, in solemn
service, all our purposes and plans, casting all our care upon Him, for He careth for us. "I know the thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end." "In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness
and in confidence shall be your strength" (Jeremiah 29:11; Isaiah 30:15). {Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, Pg. 101}

If you will seek the Lord and be converted every day; if you will of your own spiritual choice be free and joyous in God; if with
gladsome consent of heart to His gracious call, you come wearing the yoke of Christ,--the yoke of obedience and service,--all your

murmurings will be stilled, all your difficulties will be removed, all the perplexing problems that now confront you will be solved.
{Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, Pg. 150}

The story of Bethlehem is an exhaustless theme. In it is hidden "the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God."
Rom. 11:33. We marvel at the Saviour's sacrifice in exchanging the throne of heaven for the manger, and the companionship of
adoring angels for the beasts of the stall. Human pride and self-sufficiency stand rebuked in His presence. Yet this was but the
beginning of His wonderful condescension. It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man's nature,
even when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been weakened by four thousand
years of sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the working of the great law of heredity. What these results were is
shown in the history of His earthly ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share our sorrows and temptations, and to give us the
example of a sinless life. {Desire of Ages, Pg. 48}

Satan in heaven had hated Christ for His position in the courts of God. He hated Him the more when he himself was dethroned. He
hated Him who pledged Himself to redeem a race of sinners. Yet into the world where Satan claimed dominion God permitted His
Son to come, a helpless babe, subject to the weakness of humanity. He permitted Him to meet life's peril in common with every
human soul, to fight the battle as every child of humanity must fight it, at the risk of failure and eternal loss.

The heart of the human father yearns over his son. He looks into the face of his little child, and trembles at the thought of life's peril.
He longs to shield his dear one from Satan's power, to hold him back from temptation and conflict. To meet a bitterer conflict and a
more fearful risk, God gave His only-begotten Son, that the path of life might be made sure for our little ones. "Herein is love."
Wonder, O heavens! and be astonished, O earth! {Desire of Ages, Pg. 49}

"That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." In the light of the Saviour's life, the hearts of all, even from the Creator to the
prince of darkness, are revealed. Satan has represented God as selfish and oppressive, as claiming all, and giving nothing, as requiring
the service of His creatures for His own glory, and making no sacrifice for their good. But the gift of Christ reveals the Father's heart.
It testifies that the thoughts of God toward us are "thoughts of peace, and not of evil." Jer. 29:11. It declares that while God's hatred of
sin is as strong as death, His love for the sinner is stronger than death. Having undertaken our redemption, He will spare nothing,
however dear, which is necessary to the completion of His work. No truth essential to our salvation is withheld, no miracle of mercy is
neglected, no divine agency is left unemployed. Favor is heaped upon favor, gift upon gift. The whole treasury of heaven is open to
those He seeks to save. Having collected the riches of the universe, and laid open the resources of infinite power, He gives them all
into the hands of Christ, and says, All these are for man. Use these gifts to convince him that there is no love greater than Mine in
earth or heaven. His greatest happiness will be found in loving Me.

At the cross of Calvary, love and selfishness stood face to face. Here was their crowning manifestation. Christ had lived only to
comfort and bless, and in putting Him to death, Satan manifested the malignity of his hatred against God. He made it evident that the
real purpose of his rebellion was to dethrone God, and to destroy Him through whom the love of God was shown.

By the life and the death of Christ, the thoughts of men also are brought to view. From the manger to the cross, the life of Jesus was a
call to self-surrender, and to fellowship in suffering. It unveiled the purposes of men. Jesus came with the truth of heaven, and all who
were listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit were drawn to Him. The worshipers of self belonged to Satan's kingdom. In their attitude
toward Christ, all would show on which side they stood. And thus everyone passes judgment on himself. {Desire of Ages, Pg. 57}

In the day of final judgment, every lost soul will understand the nature of his own rejection of truth. The cross will be presented, and
its real bearing will be seen by every mind that has been blinded by transgression. Before the vision of Calvary with its mysterious
Victim, sinners will stand condemned. Every lying excuse will be swept away. Human apostasy will appear in its heinous character.
Men will see what their choice has been. Every question of truth and error in the long-standing controversy will then have been made
plain. In the judgment of the universe, God will stand clear of blame for the existence or continuance of evil. It will be demonstrated
that the divine decrees are not accessory to sin. There was no defect in God's government, no cause for disaffection. When the
thoughts of all hearts shall be revealed, both the loyal and the rebellious will unite in declaring, "Just and true are Thy ways, Thou

King of saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? . . . for Thy judgments are made manifest." Rev. 15:3, 4.
{Desire of Ages, Pg. 58}



"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest." These words of comfort were spoken to the multitude
that followed Jesus. The Saviour had said that only through Himself could men receive a knowledge of God. He had spoken of His
disciples as the ones to whom a knowledge of heavenly things had been given. But He left none to feel themselves shut out from His
care and love. All who labor and are heavy-laden may come unto Him.

Scribes and rabbis, with their punctilious attention to religious forms, had a sense of want that rites of penance could never satisfy.
Publicans and sinners might pretend to be content with the sensual and earthly, but in their hearts were distrust and fear. Jesus looked
upon the distressed and heart burdened, those whose hopes were blighted, and who with earthly joys were seeking to quiet the longing
of the soul, and He invited all to find rest in Him. Tenderly He bade the toiling people, "Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls." {Desire of Ages, Pg. 328}

In these words Christ is speaking to every human being. Whether they know it or not, all are weary and heavy-laden. All are weighed
down with burdens that only Christ can remove. The heaviest burden that we bear is the burden of sin. If we were left to bear this
burden, it would crush us. But the Sinless One has taken our place. "The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." Isa. 53:6. He
has borne the burden of our guilt. He will take the load from our weary shoulders. He will give us rest. The burden of care and sorrow
also He will bear. He invites us to cast all our care upon Him; for He carries us upon His heart.

"Take My yoke upon you," Jesus says. The yoke is an instrument of service. Cattle are yoked for labor, and the yoke is essential that
they may labor effectually. By this illustration Christ teaches us that we are called to service as long as life shall last. We are to take
upon us His yoke, that we may be co-workers with Him. {Desire of Ages, Pg. 329}

The yoke that binds to service is the law of God. The great law of love revealed in Eden, proclaimed upon Sinai, and in the new
covenant written in the heart, is that which binds the human worker to the will of God. If we were left to follow our own inclinations,
to go just where our will would lead us, we should fall into Satan's ranks and become possessors of his attributes. Therefore God
confines us to His will, which is high, and noble, and elevating. He desires that we shall patiently and wisely take up the duties of
service. The yoke of service Christ Himself has borne in humanity. He said, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is
within My heart." Ps. 40:8. "I came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me." John 6:38. Love
for God, zeal for His glory, and love for fallen humanity, brought Jesus to earth to suffer and to die. This was the controlling power of
His life. This principle He bids us adopt. {Desire of Ages, Pg. 329}

There are many whose hearts are aching under a load of care because they seek to reach the world's standard. They have chosen its
service, accepted its perplexities, adopted its customs. Thus their character is marred, and their life made a weariness. In order to
gratify ambition and worldly desires, they wound the conscience, and bring upon themselves an additional burden of remorse. The
continual worry is wearing out the life forces. Our Lord desires them to lay aside this yoke of bondage. He invites them to accept His
yoke; He says, "My yoke is easy, and My burden is light." He bids them seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and His
promise is that all things needful to them for this life shall be added. Worry is blind, and cannot discern the future; but Jesus sees the
end from the beginning. In every difficulty He has His way prepared to bring relief. Our heavenly Father has a thousand ways to
provide for us, of which we know nothing. Those who accept the one principle of making the service and honor of God supreme will
find perplexities vanish, and a plain path before their feet. {Desire of Ages, Pg. 330}

"Learn of Me," says Jesus; "for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest." We are to enter the school of Christ, to learn
from Him meekness and lowliness. Redemption is that process by which the soul is trained for heaven. This training means a
knowledge of Christ. It means emancipation from ideas, habits, and practices that have been gained in the school of the prince of
darkness. The soul must be delivered from all that is opposed to loyalty to God.

In the heart of Christ, where reigned perfect harmony with God, there was perfect peace. He was never elated by applause, nor
dejected by censure or disappointment. Amid the greatest opposition and the most cruel treatment, He was still of good courage. But
many who profess to be His followers have an anxious, troubled heart, because they are afraid to trust themselves with God. They do
not make a complete surrender to Him; for they shrink from the consequences that such a surrender may involve. Unless they do make
this surrender, they cannot find peace.

It is the love of self that brings unrest. When we are born from above, the same mind will be in us that was in Jesus, the mind that led
Him to humble Himself that we might be saved. Then we shall not be seeking the highest place. We shall desire to sit at the feet of
Jesus, and learn of Him. We shall understand that the value of our work does not consist in making a show and noise in the world, and
in being active and zealous in our own strength. The value of our work is in proportion to the impartation of the Holy Spirit. Trust in
God brings holier qualities of mind, so that in patience we may possess our souls. {Desire of Ages Pg. 330}

To Jesus in His agony on the cross there came one gleam of comfort. It was the prayer of the penitent thief.... How grateful then to the
Saviour was the utterance of faith and love from the dying thief! While the leading Jews deny Him, and even the disciples doubt His
divinity, the poor thief, upon the brink of eternity, calls Jesus Lord. Many were ready to call Him Lord when He wrought miracles,
and after He had risen from the grave; but none acknowledged Him as He hung dying upon the cross save the penitent thief who was
saved at the eleventh hour. {Desire of Ages, Pg. 750}
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