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The world is full of misery and sin today in consequence of ill-assorted marriages. In many cases it takes only a few months for 
husband and wife to realize that their dispositions can never blend; and the result is that discord prevails in the home, where only the 
love and harmony of heaven should exist. By contention over trivial matters, a bitter spirit is cultivated. Open disagreements and 
bickering bring inexpressible misery into the home, and drive asunder those who should be united in the bonds of love. Thus 
thousands have sacrificed themselves, soul and body, by unwise marriages, and have gone down in the path of perdition. {Youth 
Instructor, August 10, 1899} 
 
Many marriages can only be productive of misery; and yet the minds of the youth run in this channel because Satan leads them there, 
making them believe that they must be married in order to be happy, when they have not the ability to control themselves or support a 
family. Those who are not willing to adapt themselves to each other's disposition, so as to avoid unpleasant differences and 
contentions, should not take the step. But this is one of the alluring snares of the last days, in which thousands are ruined for this life 
and the next. Imagination, lovesick sentimentalism, should be guarded against as would be the leprosy. Very many of the young men 
and women in this age of the world are lacking in virtue; therefore great caution is needed. A virtuous character is the foundation upon 
which to build; but if the foundation is gone, the building is worthless. {Testimonies Volume 5, Pg. 124} 
 
The mother should feel her need of the Holy Spirit's guidance, that she herself may have a genuine experience in submission to the 
way and will of God. Then, through the grace of Christ, she can be a wise, gentle, loving teacher.  {Adventist Home Pg. 206} 
      
Christ has made every provision that every parent who will be controlled by the Holy Spirit will be given strength and grace to be a 
teacher in the home. This education and discipline in the home will have a molding and fashioning influence. {Adventist Home Pg. 206} 
 
There is a sacred circle around every family which should be preserved. No other one has any right in that sacred circle. The husband 
and wife should be all to each other. The wife should have no secrets to keep from her husband and let others know, and the husband 
should have no secrets to keep from his wife to relate to others. The heart of his wife should be the grave for the faults of the husband, 
and the heart of the husband the grave for his wife's faults. Never should either party indulge in a joke at the expense of the other's 
feelings. Never should either the husband or wife in sport or in any other manner complain of each other to others, for frequently 
indulging in this foolish and what may seem perfectly harmless joking will end in trial with each other and perhaps estrangement. I 
have been shown that there should be a sacred shield around every family. {Adventist Home Pg. 177}  
 
The home circle should be regarded as a sacred place, a symbol of heaven, a mirror in which to reflect ourselves. Friends and 
acquaintances we may have, but in the home life they are not to meddle. A strong sense of proprietorship should be felt, giving a sense 
of ease, restfulness, trust.  {Adventist Home Pg. 177} 
 
For a period of time the Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, was only a Babe in Bethlehem, and could only represent the babe in its 
mother's arms. In childhood he could only do the work of an obedient child, fulfilling the wishes of his parents, in doing such duties as 
would correspond to his ability as a child. This is all that children can do, and they should be so educated and instructed that they may 
follow Christ's example. Christ acted in a manner that blessed the household in which he was found, for he was subject to his parents, 
and thus did missionary work in his home life. It is written, "And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and 
the grace of God was upon him." "And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man."  {Signs of the Times, 
September 17, 1894} 
 
I urge you to prepare for the coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven. Day by day cast the love of the world out of your hearts. 
Understand by experience what it means to have fellowship with Christ. Prepare for the judgment, that when Christ shall come, to be 
admired in all them that believe, you may be among those who will meet Him in peace. In that day the redeemed will shine forth in the 
glory of the Father and the Son. The angels, touching their golden harps, will welcome the King and His trophies of victory --those 
who have been washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. A song of triumph will peal forth, filling all heaven. Christ has 
conquered. He enters the heavenly courts, accompanied by His redeemed ones, the witnesses that His mission of suffering and 
sacrifice has not been in vain.  {Testimonies Volume 9, Pg. 285} 
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