
THE PRESENT TRUTH 
Bishop Stephen D. Lewis 

 

The Negative Increase 
 
We are just as accountable for evils that we might have checked in others, by reproof, by warning, by exercise of parental or pastoral 
authority, as if we were guilty of the acts ourselves.  {Gospel Workers Pg. 83} 
 
If God abhors one sin above another, of which His people are guilty; it is doing nothing in case of an emergency. Indifference and 
neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded of God as a grievous crime and equal to the very worst type of hostility against God.” 
 
But light and darkness cannot harmonize. Between truth and error there is an irrepressible conflict. To uphold and defend the one is to 
attack and overthrow the other. {The Great Controversy Pg. 127} 

 
If God abhors one sin above another, of which His people are guilty; it is doing nothing in case of an emergency. Indifference and 
neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded of God as a grievous crime and equal to the very worst type of hostility against God. 
{Testimonies Volume 3 Pg. 280}  
 
Singleness of purpose, wholehearted devotion to God, is the condition pointed out by the Saviour's words. Let the purpose be sincere 
and unwavering to discern the truth and to obey it at whatever cost, and you will receive divine enlightenment. Real piety begins when 
all compromise with sin is at an end. Then the language of the heart will be that of the apostle Paul: "This one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." "I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ." Philippians 3:13, 14, 8.  
 
But when the eye is blinded by the love of self, there is only darkness. "If thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness."  
It was this fearful darkness that wrapped the Jews in stubborn unbelief, making it impossible for them to appreciate the character and 
mission of Him who came to save them from their sins. Yielding to temptation begins in permitting the mind to waver, to be 
inconstant in your trust in God. If we do not choose to give ourselves fully to God then we are in darkness. When we make any reserve 
we are leaving open a door through which Satan can enter to lead us astray by his temptations. He knows that if he can obscure our 
vision, so that the eye of faith cannot see God, there will be no barrier against sin.   
 
The prevalence of a sinful desire shows the delusion of the soul. Every indulgence of that desire strengthens the soul's aversion to 
God. In following the path of Satan's choosing, we are encompassed by the shadows of evil, and every step leads into deeper darkness 
and increases the blindness of the heart. The same law obtains in the spiritual as in the natural world. He who abides in darkness will 
at last lose the power of vision. He is shut in by a deeper than midnight blackness; and to him the brightest noontide can bring no light. 
He "walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes." 1 John 2:11. Through 
persistently cherishing evil, willfully disregarding the pleadings of divine love, the sinner loses the love for good, the desire for God, 
the very capacity to receive the light of heaven. The invitation of mercy is still full of love, the light is shining as brightly as when it 
first dawned upon his soul; but the voice falls on deaf ears, the light on blinded eyes.  
 
No soul is ever finally deserted of God, given up to his own ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation. "Man turns from God, 
not God from him." Our heavenly Father follows us with appeals and warnings and assurances of compassion, until further 
opportunities and privileges would be wholly in vain. The responsibility rests with the sinner. By resisting the Spirit of God today, he 
prepares the way for a second resistance of light when it comes with mightier power. Thus he passes on from one stage of resistance to 
another, until at last the light will fail to impress, and he will cease to respond in any measure to the Spirit of God. Then even "the 
light that is in thee" has become darkness. The very truth we do know has become so perverted as to increase the blindness of the soul.   
 
Christ does not say that man will not or shall not serve two masters, but that he cannot. The interests of God and the interests of 
mammon have no union or sympathy. Just where the conscience of the Christian warns him to forbear, to deny himself, to stop, just 
there the worldling steps over the line, to indulge his selfish propensities. On one side of the line is the self-denying follower of Christ; 
on the other side is the self-indulgent world lover, pandering to fashion, engaging in frivolity, and pampering himself in forbidden 
pleasure. On that side of the line the Christian cannot go.  
 
No one can occupy a neutral position; there is no middle class, who neither love God nor serve the enemy of righteousness. Christ is to 
live in His human agents and work through their faculties and act through their capabilities. Their will must be submitted to His will; 



they must act with His Spirit. Then it is no more they that live, but Christ that lives in them. He who does not give himself wholly to 
God is under the control of another power, listening to another voice, whose suggestions are of an entirely different character. Half-
and-half service places the human agent on the side of the enemy as a successful ally of the hosts of darkness. When men who claim to 
be soldiers of Christ engage with the confederacy of Satan, and help along his side, they prove themselves enemies of Christ. They 
betray sacred trusts. They form a link between Satan and the true soldiers, so that through these agencies the enemy is constantly 
working to steal away the hearts of Christ's soldiers.   
 
The strongest bulwark of vice in our world is not the iniquitous life of the abandoned sinner or the degraded outcast; it is that life 
which otherwise appears virtuous, honorable, and noble, but in which one sin is fostered, one vice indulged. To the soul that is 
struggling in secret against some giant temptation, trembling upon the very verge of the precipice, such an example is one of the most 
powerful enticements to sin. He who, endowed with high conceptions of life and truth and honor, does yet willfully transgress one 
precept of God's holy law, has perverted His noble gifts into a lure to sin. Genius, talent, sympathy, even generous and kindly deeds, 
may become decoys of Satan to entice other souls over the precipice of ruin for this life and the life to come.   
 
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." 1 John 2:15, 16.  
{Mount of Blessings Pg.91-95} 
 
Christianity: “Whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them.” 
 
Islam: “No one of you is a believer until he loves for his eighbor what he loves for himself.” 
 
Judaism: “What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow man. This is the entire Law; all the rest is commentary.” 
 
Buddhism: “Hurt not others with that which pains yourself.” 
 
Hinduism: “This is the sum of duty; do naught unto others what you would not have them do unto you.” 
 
Zoroastrianism: “Whatever is disagreeable to yourself, do not do unto others.” 
 
Confucianism: “What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others.” 
 
Bahai: “And if thine eyes be turned towards justice, choose thou for thy neighbour that which thou choosest for thyself.” 
 
Jainism: “A man should wander about treating all creatures as he himself would be treated.” 
 
Yoruba Proverb (Nigeria): “One going to take a pointed stick to pinch a baby bird should first try it on himself to feel how it hurts.” 
   
"No man can serve two masters." We cannot serve God with a divided heart. Bible religion is not one influence among many others; 
its influence is to be supreme, pervading and controlling every other. It is not to be like a dash of color brushed here and there upon 
the canvas, but it is to pervade the whole life, as if the canvas were dipped into the color, until every thread of the fabric were dyed a 
deep, unfading hue.   
      
"If therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of 
darkness." Purity and steadfastness of purpose are the conditions of receiving light from God. He who desires to know the truth must 
be willing to accept all that it reveals. He can make no compromise with error. To be wavering and halfhearted in allegiance to truth is 
to choose the darkness of error and satanic delusion.  
 
Worldly policy and the undeviating principles of righteousness do not blend into each other imperceptibly, like the colors of the 
rainbow. Between the two a broad, clear line is drawn by the eternal God. The likeness of Christ stands out as distinct from that of 
Satan as midday in contrast with midnight. And only those who live the life of Christ are His co-workers. If one sin is cherished in the 
soul, or one wrong practice retained in the life, the whole being is contaminated. The man becomes an instrument of unrighteousness.  
{Desire of Ages Pg. 312- 313}    
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