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“Worthless Possession” 
 
It is impossible to estimate too largely the work that the Lord will accomplish through His proposed vessels in carrying out His mind and 

purpose. The things you have described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just before the close of 

probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational 

beings will become so confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is called the moving of the Holy Spirit. The 

Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious 

methods for making of none effect the pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. Better never have the worship of 

God blended with music than to use musical instruments to do the work which last January was represented to me would be brought into 

our camp meetings. The truth for this time needs nothing of this kind in its work of converting souls. A bedlam of noise shocks the senses 

and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The powers of satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a 

carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit's working.  

                                                                             

When the camp meeting is ended, the good which ought to have been done and which might have been done by the presentation of sacred 

truth is not accomplished. Those participating in the supposed revival receive impressions which lead them adrift. They cannot tell what 

they formerly knew regarding Bible principles. No encouragement should be given to this kind of worship. The same kind of influence 
came in after the passing of the time in 1844. The same kind of representations were made. Men became excited, and were worked by a 

power thought to be the power of God....  I will not go into all the painful history; it is too much. But last January the Lord showed me 

that erroneous theories and methods would be brought into our camp meetings, and that the history of the past would be repeated. I felt 

greatly distressed. I was instructed to say that at these demonstrations demons in the form of men are present, working with all the 

ingenuity that Satan can employ to make the truth disgusting to sensible people; that the enemy was trying to arrange matters so that the 

camp meetings, which have been the means of bringing the truth of the third angel's message before multitudes, should lose their force 

and influence.   

      

The third angel's message is to be given in straight lines. It is to be kept free from every thread of the cheap, miserable inventions of men's 

theories, prepared by the father of lies, and disguised as was the brilliant serpent used by Satan as a medium of deceiving our first parents. 

Thus Satan tries to put his stamp upon the work God would have stand forth in purity. The Holy Spirit has nothing to do with such a 

confusion of noise and multitude of sounds as passed before me last January. Satan works amid the din and confusion of such music, 

which, properly conducted, would be a praise and glory to God. He makes its effect like the poison sting of the serpent.      

 

Those things which have been in the past will be in the future. Satan will make music a snare by the way in which it is conducted. God 

calls upon His people, who have the light before them in the Word and in the Testimonies, to read and consider, and to take heed. Clear 

and definite instruction has been given in order that all may understand. But the itching desire to originate something new results in 

strange doctrines, and largely destroys the influence of those who would be a power for good if they held firm the beginning of their 

confidence in the truth the Lord had given them.  

      

"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip [margin: 

"run out as leaking vessels"]. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just 

recompence of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 

confirmed unto us by them that heard him?" (Heb. 2:1-3). "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 

departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened through the 

deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end" (Heb. 3:12-14).   

      

Brother and Sister Haskell, we must put on every piece of the armor, and having done all, stand firm. We are set as a defense for the 

gospel, and we must compose a part of the Lord's grand army for aggressive warfare. By the Lord's faithful ambassadors the truth must be 

presented in clear-cut lines. Much of that which today is called testing truth is twaddle which leads to a resistance of the Holy Spirit....  

{Selected Messages Volume 2, Pg.36-38} No deviation from strict integrity can meet God's approval. {Patriarchs and Prophets Pg.131} 

 

Cain and Abel, the sons of Adam, were unlike in character. Cain cherished feelings of rebellion and murmuring against God because of 

the curse pronounced upon the ground and upon the human race for Adam's sin; while Abel had a spirit of meekness and of submission to 

the authority of God. 

      

These brothers were tested, as Adam had been tested before them, to see if they would be obedient to God's requirements. They had both 

been instructed in regard to the provision made for the salvation of man. Through the system of sacrificial offerings, God designed to 

impress upon the minds of men the offensive character of sin, and to make known to them its sure penalty, death. The offerings were to be 

a constant reminder that it was only through the promised Redeemer that man could come into the presence of God. Cain and Abel 

understood the system of offerings which they were required to carry out. They knew that in presenting these offerings they showed 

humble and reverential obedience to the will of God, and acknowledge faith in, and dependence upon, the Savior whom these offerings 

typified. 

      



Cain and Abel erected their altars alike, and each brought an offering. Cain thought it unnecessary to be particular about fulfilling all the 

requirements of God; he therefore brought an offering without the shedding of blood. He brought of the fruits of the ground, and 

presented his offering before the Lord; but there was no token from Heaven to show that it was accepted. Abel entreated his brother to 

come into the presence of God only in the divinely prescribed way. But his remonstrances made Cain all the more determined to carry out 

his own purpose. As the eldest, he felt above being advised by his brother, and despised his counsel.  

 

Abel brought of the firstlings of the flock, the very best, as God had commanded him. In the slain lamb he sees by faith the Son of God, 

appointed to death because of the transgression of his Father's law. God has respect to Abel's offering. Fire flashes from heaven, and 

consumes the sacrifice of the penitent sinner. Cain now has an opportunity to see and acknowledge his mistake. He may change his course 

of action, and testify his obedience by presenting an offering precisely in accordance with the divine specification; and He who is no 

respecter of persons will have respect to the offering of faith and obedience.  

 

The Lord was not ignorant of the feelings of resentment cherished by Cain; but he would have Cain reflect upon his course, and, 

becoming convinced of his sin, repent, and set his feet in the path of obedience. There was no cause for his wrathful feelings toward either 

his brother or his God; it was his own disregard of the plainly expressed will of God that had led to the rejection of his offering. Through 

his angel messenger, God said to this rebellious, stubborn man: "If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, 

sin lieth at the door." "If thou doest well"--not having your own way, but obeying God's commandments, coming to him with the blood of 

the slain victim, thus showing faith in the promised Redeemer, who, in the fullness of time, would make an atonement for guilty man, that 

he might not perish, but have eternal life.   "And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him." Abel's offering had been 

accepted; but this was because Abel had done in every particular as God required him to do. This would not rob Cain of his birthright. 

Abel would love him as his brother, and as the younger, be subject to him.  

 

Thus the matter was plainly laid open before Cain; but his combativeness was aroused because his course was questioned, and he was not 

permitted to follow his own independent ideas. He was angry with God and angry with his brother. He was angry with God because he 

would not accept the plans of sinful man in place of the divine requirements, and he was angry with his brother for disagreeing with him. 

Satan presents a temptation. The thought that he suggests is a terrible one; will Cain receive it?--Yes; he is opening the door of his heart to 

the whisperings of Satan. Envious and jealous of the preference shown to his younger brother, he will not hesitate to take his life. Cain 

invites Abel to walk with him in the fields, and he there gives utterance to his unbelief and his murmuring against God. He claims that he 

was doing well in presenting his offering; and the more he talks against God, and impeaches his justice and mercy in rejecting his own 

offering and accepting that of his brother Abel, the more bitter are his feelings of anger and resentment. Abel defends the goodness and 

impartiality of God, and places before Cain the simple reason why God did not accept his offering.  

 

The fact that Abel ventured to disagree with him and even went so far as to point out his errors, astonished Cain. It was a new experience; 

for Abel had hitherto submitted to the judgment of his elder brother; and Cain was enraged to the highest degree that Abel did not 

sympathize with him in his disaffection. Abel would yield when conscience was not concerned; but when the course of the God of 

Heaven was brought in question, and Cain spoke derisively of the sacrifice of faith, Abel was courageous to defend the truth. Cain's 

reason told him that Abel was right when he spoke of the necessity of presenting the blood of a slain victim if he would have his sacrifice 

accepted; but Satan presented the matter in a different light. He urged Cain on to a furious madness, till he slew his brother, and the sin of 

murder was laid upon his soul.  

 

Some time had elapsed since the death of Abel. "And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not. Am I 

my brother's keeper?" How true it is that one sin leads to another; and how forcibly is this truth illustrated in the case of Cain! He seemed 

surprised at the question, "Where is Abel thy brother?" He had gone so far in sin, had so far yielded himself to the influence of Satan, that 

he had lost a sense of the presence of God, and of his greatness and knowledge. So he lied to the Lord to cover up his guilt. Cain knew 

very well where his brother was; and God knew where he was, for there was a witness to the bloody deed.  

 

The spirit of Satan had entered into Cain. Satan was an accuser, and Cain began his evil course by accusing God of partiality and 

injustice. Satan was a deceiver, and Cain deceived Abel by inviting him into the field when murder was in his heart, that he might do the 

dark deed in secret. Satan "was a murderer from the beginning;" and he instigated Cain to do the same cruel work. "He is a liar, and the 

father of it;" and here, too, Cain showed himself an apt and proficient pupil.  

 

Again the Lord said to Cain. "What hast thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground." God had given 

Cain an opportunity to confess his sin before sentence should be pronounced against him. He had had time to reflect. He knew the 

enormity of the deed he had done, and of the falsehood he had told to conceal it. But he was rebellious still. The hand that had been 

stretched out against his brother was stretched out against God; and had the power been his, he would have silenced the accusing voice of 

God, as he had that of his brother.  

 

Cain has proved himself incorrigible, and sentence is no longer deferred. The divine voice that has been heard in entreaty and 

expostulation pronounces the terrible words: "And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 

brother's blood from thy hand. When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond 

shalt thou be in the earth." In remorse and anguish, but not in repentance, Cain exclaims, as many who have rejected the word of the Lord 

have done, and will do again, "My punishment is greater than I can bear." {Signs of the Times Dec.16, 1886 Part 1.}  
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