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Four Boys in Babylon 

 

As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom. Dan. 1:17. Daniel and his companions 

enjoyed the benefits of correct training and education in early life, but these advantages alone would not have made them what they 

were. The time came when they must act for themselves--when their future depended upon their own course. Then they decided to be 

true to the lessons given them in childhood.   

      

What a lifework was that of these noble Hebrews! As they bade farewell to their childhood home, how little did they dream of their 

high destiny! Faithful and steadfast, they yielded themselves to the divine guiding, so that through them God could fulfill His purpose.   

      

Daniel and his companions in Babylon were, in their youth, apparently more favored of fortune than was Joseph in the earlier years of 

his life in Egypt; yet they were subjected to tests of character scarcely less severe. From the comparative simplicity of their Judean 

home these youth of royal line were transported to the most magnificent of cities, to the court of its greatest monarch, and were 

singled out to be trained for the king's special service. Strong were the temptations surrounding them in that corrupt and luxurious 

court. . . . The direction that their food should be supplied from the royal table was an expression both of the king's favor and of his 

solicitude for their welfare. But a portion having been offered to idols, the food from the king's table was consecrated to idolatry; and 

in partaking of the king's bounty these youth would be regarded as uniting in his homage to false gods.   

      

The history of Daniel and his youthful companions has been recorded on the pages of the inspired word for the benefit of the youth of 

all succeeding ages. Through the record of their fidelity to the principles of temperance, God is speaking today to young men and 

young women, bidding them gather up the precious rays of light He has given on the subject of Christian temperance, and place 

themselves in right relation to the laws of health.   

 

Only the Lord give thee wisdom and understanding, and give thee charge concerning Israel, that thou mayest keep the law of the Lord 

thy God. 1 Chron. 22:12. In acquiring the wisdom of the Babylonians, Daniel and his companions were far more successful than their 

fellow students; but their learning did not come by chance. . . . They placed themselves in connection with the Source of all wisdom, 

making the knowledge of God the foundation of their education. In faith they prayed for wisdom, and they lived their prayers. They 

placed themselves where God could bless them. They avoided that which would weaken their powers, and improved every 

opportunity to become intelligent in all lines of learning. They followed the rules of life that could not fail to give them strength of 

intellect. They sought to acquire knowledge for one purpose-- that they might honor God. . . . In order to stand as representatives of 

true religion amid the false religions of heathenism they must have clearness of intellect and must perfect a Christian character. And 

God Himself was their teacher. Constantly praying, conscientiously studying, keeping in touch with the Unseen, they walked with 

God as did Enoch.   

      

True success in any line of work is not the result of chance or accident or destiny. It is the outworking of God's providences, the 

reward of faith and discretion, of virtue and perseverance. Fine mental qualities and a high moral tone are not the result of accident. 

God gives opportunities; success depends upon the use made of them. . . .   

      

His grace is given to work in us to will and to do, but never as a substitute for our effort. As the Lord cooperated with Daniel and his 

fellows, so He will cooperate with all who strive to do His will. And by the impartation of His Spirit He will strengthen every true 

purpose, every noble resolution. Those who walk in the path of obedience will encounter many hindrances. Strong, subtle influences 

may bind them to the world; but the Lord is able to render futile every agency that works for the defeat of His chosen ones; in His 

strength they may overcome every temptation, conquer every difficulty.   

 

Them that honour me, I will honour. 1 Sam. 2:30.  In the experience of Daniel and his companions we have an instance of the triumph 

of principle over temptation to indulge the appetite. It shows us that through religious principle young men may triumph over the lusts 

of the flesh, and remain true to God's requirements, even though it costs them a great sacrifice.  What if Daniel and his companions 

had made a compromise with those heathen officers, and had yielded to the pressure of the occasion, by eating and drinking as was 

customary with the Babylonians? That single instance of departure from principle would have weakened their sense of right and their 

abhorrence of wrong. Indulgence of appetite would have invoked the sacrifice of physical vigor, clearness of intellect, and spiritual 



power. One wrong step would probably have led to others, until, their connection with Heaven being severed, they would have been 

swept away by temptation. . . .   

      

While Daniel clung to his God with unwavering trust, the spirit of prophetic power came upon him. While he was instructed of man in 

the duties of court life, he was taught of God to read the mysteries of future ages, and to present to coming generations, through 

figures and similitudes, the wonderful things that would come to pass in the last days.  God designed that man should be constantly 

improving, daily reaching a higher point in the scale of excellence. He will help us, if we seek to help ourselves. Our hope of 

happiness in two worlds depends upon our improvement in one. At every point we should be guarded against the first approach to 

intemperance.   

      

Dear youth, God calls upon you to do a work which through His grace you can do. . . . Show a purity of tastes, appetite, and habits that 

bears comparison with Daniel's. God will reward you with calm nerves, a clear brain, an unimpaired judgment, keen perceptions. The 

youth of today whose principles are firm and unwavering, will be blessed with health of body, mind, and soul.   

 

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 

castaway. 1 Cor. 9:27.  As God called Daniel to witness for Him in Babylon, so He calls us to be His witnesses in the world today. In 

the smallest as well as the largest affairs of life, He desires us to reveal to men the principles of His kingdom. Many are waiting for 

some great work to be brought to them, while daily they lose opportunities for revealing faithfulness to God. Daily they fail of 

discharging with wholeheartedness the little duties of life. . . .   

      

In the life of the true Christian there are no nonessentials; in the sight of Omnipotence every duty is important. The Lord measures 

with exactness every possibility for service. The unused capabilities are just as much brought into account as those that are used. We 

shall be judged by what we ought to have done, but did not accomplish because we did not use our powers to glorify God.   

 

A noble character is not the result of accident; it is not due to special favors or endowments of Providence. It is the result of self-

discipline, of subjection of the lower to the higher nature, of the surrender of self to the service of God and man. . . .   

      

The body is a most important medium through which the mind and the soul are developed for the upbuilding of character. Hence it is 

that the adversary of souls directs his temptations to the enfeebling and degrading of the physical powers. . . .  The body is to be 

brought into subjection to the higher powers of the being. The passions are to be controlled by the will, which is itself to be under the 

control of God. The kingly power of reason, sanctified, by divine grace, is to bear sway in the life. Intellectual power, physical 

stamina, and the length of life depend upon immutable laws. Through obedience to these laws, man may stand conqueror of himself, 

conqueror of his own inclinations, conqueror of . . . "the rulers of the darkness of this world," and of "spiritual wickedness in high 

places."   

 

Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: and he changeth the times and 

the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know 

understanding. Dan. 2:20,21. Behold the Jewish captive, calm and self-possessed, in the presence of the monarch of the world's most 

powerful empire. In his first words he disclaimed honor for himself and exalted God as the source of all wisdom. To the anxious 

inquiry of the king, "Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof?" he replied: 

"The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, show unto the king; 

but there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days." . . .   

 

In the annals of human history, the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as if dependent on the will and prowess of 

man; the shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to be determined by his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the word of God the 

curtain is drawn aside, and we behold, above, behind, and through all the play and counterplay of human interest and power and 

passions, the agencies of the All-merciful One, silently, patiently working out the counsels of His own will. . . .   

      

In the history of nations the student of God's word may behold the literal fulfillment of divine prophecy. Babylon, shattered and 

broken at last, passed away because in prosperity its rulers had regarded themselves as independent of God, and had ascribed the glory 

of their kingdom to human achievement. . . . The kingdoms that followed were even more base and corrupt; and these sank lower and 

still lower in the scale of moral worth. The power exercised by every ruler on the earth is Heaven-imparted; and upon his use of the 

power thus bestowed, his success depends. . . . To recognize the outworking of these principles in the manifestation of His power who 

"removeth kings, and setteth up kings" -- this is to understand the philosophy of history.  {Conflict and Courage Pg.  246-250} 
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