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"Love One Another"
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one another. 1 John 4:10, 11.
After the ascension of Christ, John stands forth as a faithful, earnest laborer for the Master. . . . The love for Christ which glowed in
his heart led him to put forth earnest, untiring labor for his fellow men, especially for his brethren in the Christian church.
Christ had bidden the first disciples love one another as He had loved them. . . . After the descent of the Holy Spirit, when the
disciples went forth to proclaim a living Saviour, their one desire was the salvation of souls. They rejoiced in the sweetness of
communion with saints. They were tender, thoughtful, self-denying, willing to make any sacrifice for the truth's sake. In their daily
association with one another, they revealed the love that Christ had enjoined upon them. . . .
But gradually a change came. The believers began to look for defects in others. . . . They lost sight of the Saviour and His love. . . .
John, realizing that brotherly love was waning in the church, urged upon believers the constant need of this love. . . . It is not the
opposition of the world that most endangers the church of Christ. It is the evil cherished in the hearts of believers that works their most
grievous disaster and most surely retards the progress of God's cause. There is no surer way of weakening spirituality than by
cherishing envy, suspicion, faultfinding, and evil surmising. On the other hand, the strongest witness that God has sent His Son into
the world is the existence of harmony and union among men of varied dispositions who form His church. . . .
Unbelievers are watching to see if the faith of professed Christians is exerting a sanctifying influence upon their lives; and they are
quick to discern the defects in character, the inconsistencies in action. . . . Christians are all members of one family, all children of the
same heavenly Father, with the same blessed hope of immortality. Very close and tender should be the tie that binds them together. . . .
"Let us not love in word," the apostle writes, "but in deed and in truth."
Perils Within and Without
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
1 John 4:1.
As the years went by and the number of believers grew, John labored with increasing fidelity and earnestness for his brethren. The
times were full of peril for the church. Satanic delusions existed everywhere. By misrepresentation and falsehood the emissaries of
Satan sought to arouse opposition against the doctrines of Christ, and in consequence dissensions and heresies were imperiling the
church. . . . Thus many were being led into the mazes of skepticism and delusion.
John was filled with sadness as he saw these poisonous errors creeping into the church. He saw the dangers to which the church was
exposed, and he met the emergency with promptness and decision. The epistles of John breathe the spirit of love. It seems as if he
wrote with a pen dipped in love. But when he came in contact with those who were breaking the law of God, yet claiming that they
were living without sin, he did not hesitate to warn them of their fearful deception. . . .
We are authorized to hold in the same estimation as did the beloved disciple those who claim to abide in Christ while living in
transgression of God's law. There exist in these last days evils similar to those that threatened the prosperity of the early church; and
the teachings of the apostle John on these points should be carefully heeded. . . . While we are to love the souls for whom Christ died,
we are to make no compromise with evil. We are not to unite with the rebellious and call this charity. God requires His people in this
age of the world to stand for the right as unflinchingly as did John in opposition to soul-destroying errors. . . .
He declared what he knew, what he had seen and heard. . . . Out of the abundance of a heart overflowing with love for the Saviour he
spoke; and no power could stay his words. . . .
So may every true believer be able, through his own experience, to "set to his seal that God is true" (John 3:33). He can bear witness to
that which he has seen and heard and felt of the power of Christ. {Conflict and Courage Pg.357-359}
Christ is spoken of as walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks. Thus is symbolized His relation to the churches. He is in
constant communication with His people. He knows their true state. He observes their order, their piety, their devotion. Although He
is high priest and mediator in the sanctuary above, yet He is represented as walking up and down in the midst of His churches on the
earth. With untiring wakefulness and unremitting vigilance, He watches to see whether the light of any of His sentinels is burning dim
or going out. If the candlesticks were left to mere human care, the flickering flame would languish and die; but He is the true
watchman in the Lord's house, the true warden of the temple courts. His continued care and sustaining grace are the source of life and
light. {Acts of the Apostles Pg. 586}
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