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Minding or Managing Your Business-Which?
“Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as much as to the first disciples. But like
every other promise, it is given on conditions. There are many who believe and profess to claim the Lord's promise; they talk about
Christ and about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to be guided and controlled by the divine
agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us. Through the Spirit God works in His people "to will and to do of His
good pleasure." But many will not submit to this. They want to manage themselves. This is why they do not receive the heavenly gift.
Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their
demand and reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its train. It is given according to the
riches of the grace of Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity to receive.” (The Desire of Ages-672)
Christ has given me words to speak: "Ye must be born again, else you will never enter the kingdom of heaven." Therefore all who
have the right understanding of this matter should put away their controversial spirit and seek the Lord with all their hearts. Then they
will find Christ and can give distinctive character to their religious experience. They should keep this matter--the simplicity of true
godliness--distinctly before the people in every discourse. This will come home to the heart of every hungering, thirsting soul who is
longing to come into the assurance of hope and faith and perfect trust in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Let the subject be made distinct and plain that it is not possible to effect anything in our standing before God or in the gift of God to us
through creature merit. Should faith and works purchase the gift of salvation for anyone, then the Creator is under obligation to the
creature. Here is an opportunity for falsehood to be accepted as truth. If any man can merit salvation by anything he may do, then he is
in the same position as the Catholic to do penance for his sins. Salvation, then, is partly of debt, that may be earned as wages. If man
cannot, by any of his good works, merit salvation, then it must be wholly of grace, received by man as a sinner because he receives
and believes in Jesus. It is wholly a free gift. Justification by faith is placed beyond controversy. And all this controversy is ended, as
soon as the matter is settled that the merits of fallen man in his good works can never procure eternal life for him.
The light given me of God places this important subject above any question in my mind. Justification is wholly of grace and not
procured by any works that fallen man can do. The matter has been presented before me in clear lines that if the rich man has money
and possessions, and he makes an offering of the same to the Lord, false ideas come in to spoil the offering by the thought he has
merited the favor of God, that the Lord is under obligation to him to regard him with special favor because of this gift.
There has been too little educating in clear lines upon this point. The Lord has lent man His own goods in trust--means which He
requires be handed back to Him when His providence signifies and the upbuilding of His cause demands it. The Lord gave the
intellect. He gave the health and the ability to gather earthly gain. He created the things of earth. He manifests His divine power to
develop all its riches. They are His fruits from His own husbandry. He gave the sun, the clouds, the showers of rain, to cause
vegetation to flourish. As God's employed servants you gathered in His harvest to use what your wants required in an economical way
and hold the balance for the call of God. You can say with David, "For all things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given
Thee" (1 Chronicles 29:14). So the satisfaction of creature merit cannot be in returning to the Lord His own, for it was always His own
property to be used as He in His providence should direct.
By rebellion and apostasy man forfeited the favor of God; not his rights, for he could have no value except as it was invested in God's
dear Son. This point must be understood. He forfeited those privileges which God in His mercy presented him as a free gift, a treasure
in trust to be used to advance His cause and His glory, to benefit the beings He had made. The moment the workmanship of God
refused obedience to the laws of God's kingdom, that moment he became disloyal to the government of God and he made himself
entirely unworthy of all the blessings wherewith God had favored him.
This was the position of the human race after man divorced himself from God by transgression. Then he was no longer entitled to a
breath of air, a ray of sunshine, or a particle of food. And the reason why man was not annihilated was because God so loved him that
He made the gift of His dear Son that He should suffer the penalty of his transgression. Christ proposed to become man's surety and
substitute, that man, through matchless grace, should have another trial--a second probation--having the experience of Adam and Eve
as a warning not to transgress God's law as they did. And inasmuch as man enjoys the blessings of God in the gift of the sunshine and
the gift of food, there must be on the part of man a bowing before God in thankful acknowledgment that all things come of God.
Whatever is rendered back to Him is only His own who has given it.

Man broke God's law, and through the Redeemer new and fresh promises were made on a different basis. All blessings must come
through a Mediator. Now every member of the human family is given wholly into the hands of Christ, and whatever we possess-whether it is the gift of money, of houses, of lands, of reasoning powers, of physical strength, of intellectual talents--in this present
life, and the blessings of the future life, are placed in our possession as God's treasures to be faithfully expended for the benefit of
man. Every gift is stamped with the cross and bears the image and superscription of Jesus Christ. All things come of God. From the
smallest benefits up to the largest blessing, all flow through the one Channel--a superhuman mediation sprinkled with the blood that is
of value beyond estimate because it was the life of God in His Son.
Now not a soul can give God anything that is not already His. Bear this in mind: "All things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we
given Thee" (1 Chronicles 29:14). This must be kept before the people wherever we go--that we possess nothing, can offer nothing in
value, in work, in faith, which we have not first received of God and upon which He can lay His hand any time and say, They are
Mine--gifts and blessings and endowments I entrusted to you, not to enrich yourself, but for wise improvement to benefit the world.
The creation belongs to God. The Lord could, by neglecting man, stop his breath at once. All that he is and all that he has pertains to
God. The entire world is God's. Man's houses, his personal acquirements, whatever is valuable or brilliant, is God's own endowment.
It is all His gift to be returned back to God in helping to cultivate the heart of man. The most splendid offerings may be laid upon the
altar of God, and men will praise, exalt, and laud the giver because of His liberality. In what? "All things come of Thee, and of Thine
own have we given Thee" (1 Chronicles 29:14). No work of man can merit for him the pardoning love of God, but the love of God
pervading the soul will lead him to do those things which were always required of God and that he should do with pleasure. He has
done only that which duty ever required of him.
The angels of God in heaven that have never fallen do His will continually. In all that they do upon their busy errands of mercy to our
world, shielding, guiding, and guarding the workmanship of God for ages--both the just and the unjust-- they can truthfully say, "All is
Thine. Of Thine own do we give Thee." Would that the human eye could catch glimpses of the service of the angels! Would that the
imagination could grasp and dwell upon the rich, the glorious service of the angels of God and the conflicts in which they engage in
behalf of men to protect, to lead, to win, and to draw them from Satan's snares. How different would be the conduct, the religious
sentiment! {Faith and Works Pg.19- 23}
“If the fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be. If all were
willing, all would be filled with the Spirit.” (The Acts of the Apostles- 50)
For the daily baptism of the Spirit, every worker should offer his petition to God. Companies of Christian workers should gather to ask
for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that they may know how to plan and execute wisely. Especially should they pray that God will
baptize His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His Spirit. {The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 50, 51}
Let Christians put away all dissension, and give themselves to God for the saving of the lost. Let them ask in faith for the promised
blessing, and it will come. {Testimonies, Vol. 8, Pg. 21}
The disciples did not ask for a blessing for themselves. They were weighted with the burden of souls. The gospel was to be carried to
the ends of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then it was that the Holy Spirit was poured
out, and thousands were converted in a day. {Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905}
"God is either teaching His church, reproving their wrongs and strengthening their faith, or He is not. This work is of God, or it is not.
God does nothing in partnership with Satan. My work . . . bears the stamp of God or the stamp of the enemy. There is no halfway
work in the matter. The Testimonies are of the Spirit of God, or of the devil." As the Lord has manifested Himself through the spirit of
prophecy, past, present, and future have passed before me. I have been shown faces that I had never seen, and years afterward I knew
them when I saw them. I have been aroused from my sleep with a vivid sense of subjects previously presented to my mind; and I have
written, at midnight, letters that have gone across the continent and, arriving at a crisis, have saved great disaster to the cause of God.
This has been my work for many years. A power has impelled me to reprove and rebuke wrongs that I had not thought of. Is this work
of the last thirty-six years from above or from beneath?" {Testimonies Vol.5 Pg. 671}
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