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Coup de Grâce

Satan seems paralyzed as he beholds the glory and majesty of Christ. He who was once a covering cherub remembers
whence he has fallen. A shining seraph, "son of the morning"; how changed, how degraded!
Satan sees that his voluntary rebellion has unfitted him for heaven. He has trained his powers to war against God; the purity,
peace, and harmony of heaven would be to him supreme torture. His accusations against the mercy and justice of God are
now silenced. The reproach which he has endeavored to cast upon Jehovah rests wholly upon himself. And now Satan bows
down and confesses the justice of his sentence.
Every question of truth and error in the longstanding controversy is made plain. God's justice stands fully vindicated. Before
the whole world is clearly presented the great sacrifice made by the Father and the Son in man's behalf. The hour has come
when Christ occupies His rightful position, and is glorified above principalities and powers and every name that is named.
Notwithstanding Satan has been constrained to acknowledge God's justice, and to bow to the supremacy of Christ, his
character remains unchanged. The spirit of rebellion, like a mighty torrent, against bursts forth. Filled with frenzy, he
determines not to yield the great controversy. The time has come for a last desperate struggle against the King of heaven. He
rushes into the midst of his subjects and endeavors to inspire them with his own fury and arouse them to instant battle. But
of all the countless millions whom he has allured into rebellion, there are none now to acknowledge his supremacy. His
power is at an end. The wicked are filled with the same hatred of God that inspires Satan; but they see that their case is
hopeless, that they cannot prevail against Jehovah. Their rage is kindled against Satan and those who have been his agents in
deception. With the fury of demons they turn upon them, and there follows a scene of universal strife.
Then are fulfilled the words of the prophet: "The indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon all their
armies: He hath utterly destroyed them, He hath delivered them to the slaughter." Isa. 34:2. "Upon the wicked He shall rain
quick burning coals, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup." Ps. 11:6, margin. Fire
comes down from God out of heaven. The earth is broken up. The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn forth.
Devouring flames burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The day has come that "shall burn as an
oven." Mal. 4:1. The elements melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein are burned up. (2 Peter
3:10.) The fire of Tophet is prepared for the king, the chief of rebellion; the pile thereof is deep and large, and "the breath of
the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it." Isa. 30:33. The earth's surface seems one molten mass--a vast, seething
lake of fire. It is the time of the judgment and perdition of ungodly men "the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of
recompences for the controversy of Zion." Isa. 34: 8.
The wicked receive their recompense in the earth. They "shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith
the Lord of hosts." Mal 4:1. Some are destroyed as in a moment, while others suffer many days. All are punished according
to their deeds. The sins of the righteous have been transferred to Satan, the originator of evil, who must bear their penalty.
[SEE FOOTNOTE P. 403.] Thus he is made to suffer, not only for his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has caused
God's people to commit. His punishment is to be far greater than that of those whom he has deceived. After all have perished
who fell by his deceptions, he is still to live and suffer on. In the cleansing flames the wicked are at last destroyed, root and
branch--Satan the root, his followers the branches. The justice of God is satisfied, and the saints and all the angelic host say
with a loud voice, Amen.
While the earth is wrapped in the fire of God's vengeance, the righteous abide safely in the Holy City. Upon those that had
part in the first resurrection, the second death has no power. (Rev. 20:6.) While God is to the wicked a consuming fire, He is
to His people both a sun and a shield. (Ps. 84:11.)
"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away." Rev. 21:1. The fire that
consumes the wicked purifies the earth. Every trace of the curse is swept away. No eternally burning hell will keep before
the ransomed the fearful consequences of sin. One reminder alone remains: our Redeemer will ever bear the marks of His
crucifixion. Upon His wounded head, His hands and feet, are the only traces of the cruel work that sin has wrought.
"O Tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion." Micah 4:8.
The kingdom forfeited by sin, Christ has regained, and the redeemed are to possess it with Him. "The righteous shall inherit
the land, and dwell therein forever." Ps. 37:29. A fear of making the saints' inheritance seem too material has led many to
spiritualize away the very truths which lead us to look upon the new earth as our home. Christ assured His disciples that He

went to prepare mansions for them. Those who accept the teachings of God's Word will not be wholly ignorant concerning
the heavenly abode. And yet the apostle Paul declares, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him." 1 Cor. 2:9. Human language is inadequate to describe
the reward of the righteous. It will be known only to those who behold it. No finite mind can comprehend the glory of the
Paradise of God.
In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called a country. (Heb. 11:14-16.) There the great Shepherd leads His flock to
fountains of living waters. The tree of life yields its fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree are for the service of the
nations. There are ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon the paths
prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. There the wide-spreading plains swell into hills of beauty, and the mountains of God
rear their lofty summits. On those peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God's people, so long pilgrims and
wanderers, shall find a home.
There is the New Jerusalem, "having the glory of God," her light "like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone,
clear as crystal." Rev. 21:11. Saith the Lord, "I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people." Isa. 65:19. "The tabernacle
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away." Rev. 21:3, 4.
In the city of God "there shall be no night." None will need or desire repose. There will be no weariness in doing the will of
God and offering praise to His name. We shall ever feel the freshness of the morning, and shall ever be far from its close.
"And they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light." Rev. 22:5. The light of the sun will
be superseded by a radiance which is not painfully dazzling, yet which immeasurably surpasses the brightness of our
noontide. The glory of God and the Lamb floods the holy city with unfading light. The redeemed walk in the sunless glory
of perpetual day.
"I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." Rev. 21:22. The people of God are
privileged to hold open communion with the Father and the Son. Now we "see through a glass, darkly." I Cor. 13:12. We
behold the image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works of nature and in His dealings with men; but then we shall see
Him face to face, without a dimming veil between. We shall stand in His presence and gaze upon the glory of His
countenance.
There immortal minds will study with never-failing delight the wonders of creative power, the mysteries of redeeming love.
There is no cruel, deceiving foe to tempt to forgetfulness of God. Every faculty will be developed, every capacity increased.
The acquirement of knowledge will not weary the mind or exhaust the energies. There the grandest enterprises may be
carried forward, the loftiest aspirations reached, the highest ambitions realized; and still there will arise new heights to
surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the powers of mind and soul and
body.
And as the years of eternity roll, they will bring richer and more glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As knowledge is
progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The more men learn of God, the greater will be their admiration
of His character. As Jesus opens before them the riches of redemption and the amazing achievements in the great
controversy with Satan, the hearts of the ransomed beat with a stronger devotion, and they sweep the harps of gold with a
firmer hand: and ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of voices unite to swell the mighty chorus of
praise.
"And every creature which is in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them,
heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb
forever and ever." Rev. 5:13.
Sin and sinners are no more, God's entire universe is clean, and the great controversy is forever ended. {Story of Redemption Pg.
426-433}
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