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The Making of a Disciple
In giving ourselves to God, we must necessarily give up all that would separate us from Him. Hence the Saviour says, "Whosoever he
be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My disciple." Luke 14:33. Whatever shall draw away the heart from God
must be given up. Mammon is the idol of many. The love of money, the desire for wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Satan.
Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is the idol of
others. But these slavish bands must be broken. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the world's. We are not God's children unless we
are such entirely. {Steps to Christ, pg. 44}
Do you feel that it is too great a sacrifice to yield all to Christ? Ask yourself the question, "What has Christ given for me?" The Son of
God gave all--life and love and suffering--for our redemption. And can it be that we, the unworthy objects of so great love, will
withhold our hearts from Him? Every moment of our lives we have been partakers of the blessings of His grace, and for this very
reason we cannot fully realize the depths of ignorance and misery from which we have been saved. Can we look upon Him whom our
sins have pierced, and yet be willing to do despite to all His love and sacrifice? In view of the infinite humiliation of the Lord of glory,
shall we murmur because we can enter into life only through conflict and self-abasement? {Steps to Christ, pg. 45}
But what do we give up, when we give all? A sin-polluted heart, for Jesus to purify, to cleanse by His own blood, and to save by His
matchless love. And yet men think it hard to give up all! I am ashamed to hear it spoken of, ashamed to write it.
God does not require us to give up anything that it is for our best interest to retain. In all that He does, He has the well-being of His
children in view. Would that all who have not chosen Christ might realize that He has something vastly better to offer them than they
are seeking for themselves. Man is doing the greatest injury and injustice to his own soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the will
of God. No real joy can be found in the path forbidden by Him who knows what is best and who plans for the good of His creatures.
The path of transgression is the path of misery and destruction. {Steps to Christ, pg. 46}
Many are inquiring, "How am I to make the surrender of myself to God?" You desire to give yourself to Him, but you are weak in
moral power, in slavery to doubt, and controlled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and resolutions are like ropes of sand.
You cannot control your thoughts, your impulses, your affections. The knowledge of your broken promises and forfeited pledges
weakens your confidence in your own sincerity, and causes you to feel that God cannot accept you; but you need not despair. What
you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is the governing power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of
choice. Everything depends on the right action of the will. The power of choice God has given to men; it is theirs to exercise. You
cannot change your heart, you cannot of yourself give to God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. You can give Him your
will; He will then work in you to will and to do according to His good pleasure. Thus your whole nature will be brought under the
control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony with Him.
Desires for goodness and holiness are right as far as they go; but if you stop here, they will avail nothing. Many will be lost while
hoping and desiring to be Christians. They do not come to the point of yielding the will to God. They do not now choose to be
Christians. {Steps to Christ, pg. 47}
The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of God, requires a
struggle; but the soul must submit to God before it can be renewed in holiness. {Steps to Christ, pg. 43}
It is peace that you need--Heaven's forgiveness and peace and love in the soul. Money cannot buy it, intellect cannot procure it,
wisdom cannot attain to it; you can never hope, by your own efforts, to secure it. But God offers it to you as a gift, "without money
and without price." Isaiah 55:1. It is yours if you will but reach out your hand and grasp it. The Lord says, "Though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." Isaiah 1:18. "A new heart also will I
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." Ezekiel 36:26. {Steps to Christ, pg. 49}
From the simple Bible account of how Jesus healed the sick, we may learn something about how to believe in Him for the forgiveness
of sins. Let us turn to the story of the paralytic at Bethesda. The poor sufferer was helpless; he had not used his limbs for thirty-eight
years. Yet Jesus bade him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." The sick man might have said, "Lord, if Thou wilt make me whole, I
will obey Thy word." But, no, he believed Christ's word, believed that he was made whole, and he made the effort at once; he willed
to walk, and he did walk. He acted on the word of Christ, and God gave the power. He was made whole. {Steps to Christ, pg. 50}
Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, "I believe it; it is so, not because I feel it, but because God has promised."
{Steps to Christ, pg. 51}
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