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Fruit Which Blossom and Mature amid Clouds of Darkness
For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not
be ashamed. Isa. 50:7. You have been bought with an infinite price and you are not your own. Soul, body, and spirit belong to Jesus
Christ and you should in all humility, yet with firmness and decision, say "I am the Lord's. I will serve Him with my whole heart,
mind, might, and strength."
Do not be discouraged with the opposition you encounter. It might at the present time be more pleasant to float with the current for the
descent from righteousness and holiness to darkness and transgression is easy, while the one who seeks to win the eternal shores will
have to struggle against wind and tide. A faith and religion that is not aggressive in spirit or heroic in action, but is corrupted by
worldly currents is the only religion admired and respected and esteemed worthy by the world….The scorn and derision, which is
called forth from that class who despise the truth of God, is a compliment to Christian integrity. If you were of the world, you could
enjoy its smiles, its flattery, and its applause. If Jesus Christ is in you, the hope of glory, your spirituality will rebuke the pride and
extravagance of the world. . . .
The opposition which you meet may prove an advantage to you in many respects. It will develop a class of Christian virtues which
seldom spring up in the path of prosperity and sunshine. Faith, patience, forbearance, heavenly-mindedness, increasing trust in
Providence are the fruits which blossom and mature amid clouds of darkness, storm, and tempest. The forest tree which stands alone
and exposed to the fierce winds and storm and tempest will not be uprooted by the gale, but will strike its roots deep and spread out its
branches in every direction, becoming more beautiful and strong as the consequence of its withstanding storm and tempest. This may
be your case. You may be deprived of sympathy and human support and you may feel that your only hope is to reach up your hands in
supplication to God and hang your helpless soul upon your Redeemer. Help which heaven sends will be just what you need. . . .
If you fear God, you need not fear anything beside. If you please Him, you will secure everything your soul requires. {Letter 4a, Feb. 8,
1880}

Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, an hid in three measures of
meal, till the whole was leavened. Matt. 13:33. When leaven is introduced into meal, it penetrates to every part, till an entire change
takes place. So it is with the work of the Holy Spirit upon the human heart. The truth received and believed introduces new rules, new
principles of action into the life. A new standard of character is set up--the life of Christ. Those who thus receive the truth depend on
Christ, and they receive more and still more strength, and greater and still greater light. Daily they expel from their hearts vanity,
selfishness, self-righteousness.
As they receive the spirit of Christ, light shines from them in clear, distinct rays. They have a solemn sense of eternal realities. There
is a renewal of the entire mind and heart. As the leaven introduced into the meal leavened the whole, so the leaven of truth, if
introduced into the heart, will absorb to itself all the properties of soul, body, and spirit. . . . Transformation of heart means an entire
change of the entire man. "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God," Christ declared (John 3:3). This change of
heart is unseen; for it is an inward work, and yet, it is seen, because it works outward from within.
Has the leaven of truth been at work in your heart? Has it absorbed the whole heart, the whole affections by its sanctifying power? . . .
Our first work is with our own hearts. The true principles of reform should be practiced. The heart must be converted and sanctified
else we have no connection with Christ. While our hearts are divided, we shall never, never be fitted for usefulness in this life or for
the future life. As intelligent beings, we need to sit down and think whether we are really seeking first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness. The very best thing we can do is to think soberly and candidly whether we desire to put forth the effort necessary to
obtain the Christian hope and secure the Christian's heaven. If through the grace of Christ we decide that we do, the next question is:
What is there that I must cut away from my life in order that I shall not stumble? {Manuscript 14, Feb. 9, 1898}
The heart is the citadel of the whole man, and until the heart is wholly on the Lord's side, the enemy will find unguarded entrances
through which he can take possession. "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both
to will and to do of his good pleasure" (Phil. 2:12, 13). If you would have light, you must intelligently cherish it, and constantly
exercise faith, and not be controlled by feeling. It is evident that truth has been planted in the heart by the Holy Spirit when it is loved
and cherished, and regarded as a sacred endowment. Love will then spring up in the heart like a well of living water, springing up unto
everlasting life. When this love is in the heart, the worker will find no weariness in the work of Christ. {This Day with God Pg.52}

Those who have too little courage to reprove wrong, or who through indolence or lack of interest make no earnest effort to purify the
family or the church of God, are held accountable for the evil that may result from their neglect of duty. We are just as responsible for
evils that we might have checked in others by exercise of parental or pastoral authority, as if the acts had been our own. {Christian
Education Pg.218}

If Aaron had had courage to stand for the right, irrespective of consequences, he could have prevented that apostasy. If he had
unswervingly maintained his own allegiance to God, if he had cited the people to the perils of Sinai, and had reminded them of their
solemn covenant with God to obey His law, the evil would have been checked. But his compliance with the desires of the people and
the calm assurance with which he proceeded to carry out their plans, emboldened them to go to greater lengths in sin than had before
entered their minds. . . . Of all the sins that God will punish, none are more grievous in His sight than those that encourage others to do
evil. {Conflict and Courage Pg.98}
That is, if one neglects the duty Christ has enjoined, of trying to restore those who are in error and sin, he becomes a partaker in the
sin. For evils that we might have checked, we are just as responsible as if we were guilty of the acts ourselves. But it is to the
wrongdoer himself that we are to present the wrong. We are not to make it a matter of comment and criticism among ourselves; nor
even after it is told to the church, are we at liberty to repeat it to others. A knowledge of the faults of Christians will be only a cause of
stumbling to the unbelieving world; and by dwelling upon these things, we ourselves can receive only harm; for it is by beholding that
we become changed. {Desire of Ages Pg.441}
Jesus Himself never purchased peace by compromise. His heart overflowed with love for the whole human race, but He was never
indulgent to their sins. He was too much their friend to remain silent while they were pursuing a course that would ruin their souls,-the souls He had purchased with His own blood. He labored that man should be true to himself, true to his higher and eternal interest.
The servants of Christ are called to the same work, and they should beware lest, in seeking to prevent discord, they surrender the truth.
They are to "follow after the things which make for peace" (Rom. 14:19); but real peace can never be secured by compromising
principle. And no man can be true to principle without exciting opposition. A Christianity that is spiritual will be opposed by the
children of disobedience. {Desire of Ages Pg.57}
There are persons in the church who are not converted, and who will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter upon the
work individually. We must pray more, and talk less…. If we are intent upon searching our own hearts, putting away our sins, and
correcting our evil tendencies, our souls will not be lifted up unto vanity; we shall be distrustful of ourselves, having an abiding sense
that our sufficiency is of God.
We have far more to fear from within than from without. The hindrances to strength and success are far greater from the church itself
than from the world. Unbelievers have a right to expect that those who profess to be keeping the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus, will do more than any other class to promote and honor, by their consistent lives, by their godly example and their active
influence, the cause which they represent. But how often have the professed advocates of the truth proved the greatest obstacle to its
advancement! The unbelief indulged, the doubts expressed, the darkness cherished, encourage the presence of evil angels, and open
the way for the accomplishment of Satan's devices. {Review and Herald, March 22, 1887}
Those who have jurisdiction over the lives of their fellow men should be held guilty of a crime when they yield to intemperance. All
who execute the laws should be lawkeepers. They should be men of self-control. They need to have full command of their physical,
mental, and moral powers, that they may possess vigor of intellect, and a high sense of justice. {Desire of Ages Pg.222}
Double-minded men and women are Satan's best allies. Whatever favorable opinion they may have of themselves, they are
dissemblers. All who are loyal to God and the truth must stand firmly for the right because it is right. To yoke up with those who are
unconsecrated, and yet be loyal to the truth, is simply impossible. We cannot unite with those who are serving themselves, who are
working on worldly plans, and not lose our connection with the heavenly Counselor. We may recover ourselves from the snare of the
enemy, but we are bruised and wounded, and our experience is dwarfed {Review and Herald, Aprilm19, 1898}
We have only a little while to urge the warfare; then Christ will come, and this scene of rebellion will close. Then our last efforts will
have been made to work with Christ and advance His kingdom. Some who have stood in the forefront of the battle, zealously resisting
incoming evil, fall at the post of duty; others gaze sorrowfully at the fallen heroes, but have no time to cease work. They must close up
the ranks, seize the banner from the hand palsied by death, and with renewed energy vindicate the truth and the honor of Christ. As
never before, resistance must be made against sin--against the powers of darkness. The time demands energetic and determined
activity on the part of those who believe present truth. {Ye Shall Receive Power Pg.185}
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