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Steps to Christ Review Pg. 30-40
God does not regard all sins as of equal magnitude; there are degrees of guilt in His estimation, as well as in that of man; but however
trifling this or that wrong act may seem in the eyes of men, no sin is small in the sight of God. Man's judgment is partial, imperfect;
but God estimates all things as they really are. The drunkard is despised and is told that his sin will exclude him from heaven; while
pride, selfishness, and covetousness too often go unrebuked. But these are sins that are especially offensive to God; for they are
contrary to the benevolence of His character, to that unselfish love which is the very atmosphere of the unfallen universe. He who falls
into some of the grosser sins may feel a sense of his shame and poverty and his need of the grace of Christ; but pride feels no need,
and so it closes the heart against Christ and the infinite blessings He came to give. {Steps to Christ Pg. 30}
The impenitent sometimes excuse themselves by saying of professed Christians, "I am as good as they are. They are no more selfdenying, sober, or circumspect in their conduct than I am. They love pleasure and self-indulgence as well as I do." Thus they make the
faults of others an excuse for their own neglect of duty. But the sins and defects of others do not excuse anyone, for the Lord has not
given us an erring human pattern. The spotless Son of God has been given as our example, and those who complain of the wrong
course of professed Christians are the ones who should show better lives and nobler examples. If they have so high a conception of
what a Christian should be, is not their own sin so much the greater? They know what is right, and yet refuse to do it. {Steps to Christ Pg.
32}

Beware of procrastination. Do not put off the work of forsaking your sins and seeking purity of heart through Jesus. Here is where
thousands upon thousands have erred to their eternal loss. I will not here dwell upon the shortness and uncertainty of life; but there is a
terrible danger--a danger not sufficiently understood--in delaying to yield to the pleading voice of God's Holy Spirit, in choosing to
live in sin; for such this delay really is. Sin, however small it may be esteemed, can be indulged in only at the peril of infinite loss.
What we do not overcome, will overcome us and work out our destruction. {Steps to Christ Pg. 32}
Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, persistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel.
Every sinful indulgence strengthens the soul's aversion to God.
Many accept an intellectual religion, a form of godliness, when the heart is not cleansed. Let it be your prayer, "Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me." Psalm 51:10. Deal truly with your own soul. Be as earnest, as persistent, as you
would be if your mortal life were at stake. This is a matter to be settled between God and your own soul, settled for eternity. A
supposed hope, and nothing more, will prove your ruin. {Steps to Christ Pg. 35}
When we see the length of the chain that was let down for us, when we understand something of the infinite sacrifice that Christ has
made in our behalf, the heart is melted with tenderness and contrition. {Steps to Christ Pg. 35}
Those who have not humbled their souls before God in acknowledging their guilt have not yet fulfilled the first condition of
acceptance. If we have not experienced that repentance which is not to be repented of, and have not with true humiliation of soul and
brokenness of spirit confessed our sins, abhorring our iniquity, we have never truly sought for the forgiveness of sin; and if we have
never sought, we have never found the peace of God. The only reason why we do not have remission of sins that are past is that we are
not willing to humble our hearts and comply with the conditions of the word of truth. Explicit instruction is given concerning this
matter. Confession of sin, whether public or private, should be heartfelt and freely expressed. It is not to be urged from the sinner. It is
not to be made in a flippant and careless way, or forced from those who have no realizing sense of the abhorrent character of sin. The
confession that is the outpouring of the inmost soul finds its way to the God of infinite pity. The psalmist says, "The Lord is nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." Psalm 34:18. {Steps to Christ Pg. 37}
True confession is always of a specific character, and acknowledges particular sins. They may be of such a nature as to be brought
before God only; they may be wrongs that should be confessed to individuals who have suffered injury through them; or they may be
of a public character, and should then be as publicly confessed. But all confession should be definite and to the point, acknowledging
the very sins of which you are guilty. {Steps to Christ Pg. 38}
Confession will not be acceptable to God without sincere repentance and reformation. There must be decided changes in the life;
everything offensive to God must be put away. This will be the result of genuine sorrow for sin. {Steps to Christ Pg. 39}
When sin has deadened the moral perceptions, the wrongdoer does not discern the defects of his character nor realize the enormity of
the evil he has committed; and unless he yields to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit he remains in partial blindness to his sin.
His confessions are not sincere and in earnest. To every acknowledgment of his guilt he adds an apology in excuse of his course,
declaring that if it had not been for certain circumstances he would not have done this or that for which he is reproved. {Steps to Christ Pg.
40}
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