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Lynching the Insurgent
If Christians were to act in concert, moving forward as one, under the direction of one Power, for the accomplishment of one purpose,
they would move the world. Angels work harmoniously. Perfect order characterizes all their movements. The more closely we imitate
the harmony and order of the angelic host, the more successful will be the efforts of these heavenly agents in our behalf. If we see no
necessity for harmonious action, and are disorderly, undisciplined, and disorganized in our course of action, angels, who are
thoroughly organized and move in perfect order, cannot work for us successfully. They turn away in grief, for they are not authorized
to bless confusion, distraction, and disorganization. All who desire the cooperation of the heavenly messengers, must work in unison
with them. Those who have the unction from on high, will in all their efforts encourage order, discipline, and union of action, and then
the angels of God can co-operate with them. But never, never will these heavenly messengers place their indorsement upon
irregularity, disorganization, and disorder. {Christian Service Pg. 75}
Many there are against whose names will be found written in the books of heaven, Not producers, but consumers…. There are many
whose names are on the church books, but who are not under Christ's rule. They are not heeding His instruction or doing His work.
Therefore they are under the control of the enemy. They are doing no positive good; therefore they are doing incalculable harm.
Because their influence is not a savor of life unto life, it is a savor of death unto death. {Christ Object Lesson Pg. 303-304}
Satan is playing the game of life for every soul. He knows that practical sympathy is a test of the purity and unselfishness of the heart,
and he will make every possible effort to close our hearts to the needs of others, that we may finally be unmoved by the sight of
suffering. He will bring in many things to prevent the expression of love and sympathy. It is thus that he ruined Judas. Judas was
constantly planning to benefit self. In this he represents a large class of professed Christians of today. Therefore we need to study his
case. We are as near to Christ as he was. Yet if, as with Judas, association with Christ does not make us one with Him, if it does not
cultivate within our hearts a sincere sympathy for those for whom Christ gave His life, we are in the same danger as was Judas of
being outside of Christ, the sport of Satan's temptations. (Testimonies to the Church Volume 6 pg. 264-265)
Christ knew, when He permitted Judas to connect with Him as one of the twelve, that Judas was possessed of the demon of
selfishness. He knew that this professed disciple would betray Him, and yet He did not separate him from the other disciples, and send
him away. He was preparing the minds of these men for His death and ascension, and He foresaw that should He dismiss Judas, Satan
would use him to spread reports that would be difficult to meet and explain. (Ssventh-.day.Adventist.Bible Commentary Vol. 5 pg. 1102)
The Saviour knew that Judas, if dismissed, could so misconstrue and mystify His statements that the Jews would accept a false version
of His words, using this version to bring terrible harm to the disciples, and to leave on the minds of Christ's enemies the impression
that the Jews were justified in taking the attitude that they did toward Jesus and His disciples. Christ did not, therefore, send Judas
from His presence, but kept him by His side, where He could counteract the influence that he might exert against His work. (Review and
Herald May 12, 1903)

The history of Judas presents the sad ending of a life that might have been honored of God. Had Judas died before his last journey to
Jerusalem he would have been regarded as a man worthy of a place among the twelve, and one who would be greatly missed. The
abhorrence which has followed him through the centuries would not have existed but for the attributes revealed at the close of his
history. But it was for a purpose that his character was laid open to the world. It was to be a warning to all who, like him, should
betray sacred trusts.
Judas had naturally a strong love for money; but he had not always been corrupt enough to do such a deed as this. He had fostered the
evil spirit of avarice until it had become the ruling motive of his life. The love of mammon overbalanced his love for Christ. Through
becoming the slave of one vice he gave himself to Satan, to be driven to any lengths in sin.
Judas had joined the disciples when multitudes were following Christ. The Saviour's teaching moved their hearts as they hung
entranced upon His words, spoken in the synagogue, by the seaside, upon the mount. Judas saw the sick, the lame, the blind, flock to
Jesus from the towns and cities. He saw the dying laid at His feet. He witnessed the Saviour's mighty works in healing the sick, casting
out devils, and raising the dead. He felt in his own person the evidence of Christ's power. He recognized the teaching of Christ as
superior to all that he had ever heard. He loved the Great Teacher, and desired to be with Him. He felt a desire to be changed in
character and life, and he hoped to experience this through connecting himself with Jesus. The Saviour did not repulse Judas. He gave

him a place among the twelve. He trusted him to do the work of an evangelist. He endowed him with power to heal the sick and to cast
out devils. But Judas did not come to the point of surrendering himself fully to Christ. He did not give up his worldly ambition or his
love of money. While he accepted the position of a minister of Christ, he did not bring himself under the divine molding. He felt that
he could retain his own judgment and opinions, and he cultivated a disposition to criticize and accuse.
Judas was highly regarded by the disciples, and had great influence over them. He himself had a high opinion of his own
qualifications, and looked upon his brethren as greatly inferior to him in judgment and ability. They did not see their opportunities, he
thought, and take advantage of circumstances. The church would never prosper with such shortsighted men as leaders. Peter was
impetuous; he would move without consideration. John, who was treasuring up the truths that fell from Christ's lips, was looked upon
by Judas as a poor financier. Matthew, whose training had taught him accuracy in all things, was very particular in regard to honesty,
and he was ever contemplating the words of Christ, and became so absorbed in them that, as Judas thought, he could not be trusted to
do sharp, far-seeing business. Thus Judas summed up all the disciples, and flattered himself that the church would often be brought
into perplexity and embarrassment if it were not for his ability as a manager. Judas regarded himself as the capable one, who could not
be overreached. In his own estimation he was an honor to the cause, and as such he always represented himself. Judas was blinded to
his own weakness of character….
Christ's oft-repeated statement that His kingdom was not of this world offended Judas. He had marked out a line upon which he
expected Christ to work. He had planned that John the Baptist should be delivered from prison. But lo, John was left to be beheaded.
And Jesus, instead of asserting His royal right and avenging the death of John, retired with His disciples into a country place. Judas
wanted more aggressive warfare. He thought that if Jesus would not prevent the disciples from carrying out their schemes, the work
would be more successful. He marked the increasing enmity of the Jewish leaders, and saw their challenge unheeded when they
demanded from Christ a sign from heaven. His heart was open to unbelief, and the enemy supplied thoughts of questioning and
rebellion. Why did Jesus dwell so much upon that which was discouraging? Why did He predict trial and persecution for Himself and
for His disciples? The prospect of having a high place in the new kingdom had led Judas to espouse the cause of Christ. Were his
hopes to be disappointed? Judas had not decided that Jesus was not the Son of God; but he was questioning, and seeking to find some
explanation of His mighty works.
Christ's discourse in the synagogue concerning the bread of life was the turning point in the history of Judas. He heard the words,
"Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you." John 6:53. He saw that Christ was offering
spiritual rather than worldly good. He regarded himself as farsighted, and thought he could see that Jesus would have no honor, and
that He could bestow no high position upon His followers. He determined not to unite himself so closely to Christ but that he could
draw away. He would watch. And he did watch. From that time he expressed doubts that confused the disciples. He introduced
controversies and misleading sentiments, repeating the arguments urged by the scribes and Pharisees against the claims of Christ. All
the little and large troubles and crosses, the difficulties and the apparent hindrances to the advancement of the gospel, Judas
interpreted as evidences against its truthfulness. He would introduce texts of Scripture that had no connection with the truths Christ
was presenting. These texts, separated from their connection, perplexed the disciples, and increased the discouragement that was
constantly pressing upon them. Yet all this was done by Judas in such a way as to make it appear that he was conscientious. And while
the disciples were searching for evidence to confirm the words of the Great Teacher, Judas would lead them almost imperceptibly on
another track. Thus in a very religious, and apparently wise, way he was presenting matters in a different light from that in which
Jesus had given them, and attaching to His words a meaning that He had not conveyed…. If Judas were only received as a counselor,
he thought, he could suggest many plans for the advantage of the little church. His principles and methods would differ somewhat
from Christ's, but in these things he thought himself wiser than Christ. {Desire of Ages Pg. 717- 719.3}
The duke of Wellington was once present where a party of Christian men were discussing the possibility of success in missionary
effort among the heathen. They appealed to the duke to say whether in his judgment such efforts were likely to prove a success
commensurate to the cost. The old soldier replied: "Gentlemen, what are your marching orders? Success is not the question for you to
discuss. If I read your orders aright, they run thus, 'Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.' Gentlemen, obey
your marching orders." {Gospel Workers Pg. 115}
This plan of Satan has been carried on through the ages. He will work upon some minds to get into a dispute about some things in the
church whenever the Lord begins to revive His people. He lays hold of human elements in the church, upon something that might be
as well left wholly alone, to quench the spirit of harmonious action and to divert the mind from living issues. In every church
gathering for worship, Satan is there also, to use every element that he can use in human nature to serve his purpose. He will use to
bring in unbelief, evil surmising, and [he will endeavor] to get up side issues to divert the mind from the living issues; and [so] the
Lord Jesus has warned us to watch and pray [lest] ye enter into temptation. {12 Manuscript Release Pg. 26}
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