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Circumstances Working As Helpers in Warfare
I wish I could portray the beauty of the Christian life. Beginning in the morning of life, controlled by the laws of nature and of God,
the Christian moves steadily onward and upward, daily drawing nearer his heavenly home, where await for him a crown of life, and a
new name, "which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it." Constantly he grows in happiness, in holiness, in usefulness. The
progress of each year exceeds that of the past year.
God has given the youth a ladder to climb, a ladder that reaches from earth to heaven. Above this ladder is God, and on every round
fall the bright beams of His glory. He is watching those who are climbing, ready, when the grasp relaxes and the steps falter, to send
help. Yes, tell it in words full of cheer, that no one who perseveringly climbs the ladder will fail of gaining an entrance into the
heavenly city.
Satan presents many temptations to the youth. He is playing the game of life for their souls, and he leaves no means untried to allure
and ruin them. But God does not leave them to fight unaided against the tempter. They have an all-powerful Helper.
Stronger far than their foe is He who in this world and in human nature met and conquered Satan, resisting every temptation that
comes to the youth today. He is their Elder Brother. He feels for them a deep and tender interest. He keeps over them a constant
watch-care, and He rejoices when they try to please Him. As they pray, He mingles with their prayers the incense of His
righteousness, and offers them to God as a fragrant sacrifice. In His strength the youth can endure hardness as good soldiers of the
cross. Strengthened with His might, they are enabled to reach the high ideals before them. The sacrifice made on Calvary is the pledge
of their victory.
The church of God is made up of vessels large and small. The Lord does not ask for anything unreasonable. He does not expect the
smaller vessels to hold the contents of the larger ones. He looks for returns according to what a man has, not according to what he has
not. Do your best, and God will accept your efforts. Take up the duty lying nearest you, and perform it with fidelity, and your work
will be wholly acceptable to the Master. Do not, in your desire to do something great, overlook the smaller tasks awaiting you.
Beware how you neglect secret prayer and a study of God's word. These are your weapons against him who is striving to hinder your
progress heavenward. The first neglect of prayer and Bible study makes easier the second neglect. The first resistance to the Spirit's
pleading prepares the way for the second resistance. Thus the heart is hardened, and the conscience seared.
On the other hand, every resistance of temptation makes resistance more easy. Every denial of self makes self-denial easier. Every
victory gained prepares the way for a fresh victory. Each resistance of temptation, each self-denial, each triumph over sin, is a seed
sown unto eternal life. Every unselfish action gives new strength to spirituality. No one can try to be like Christ without growing more
noble and more true.
The Lord will recognize every effort you make to reach His ideal for you. When you make a failure, when you are betrayed into sin,
do not feel that you cannot pray, that you are not worthy to come before the Lord, "My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." With outstretched arms He waits
to welcome the prodigal. Go to Him, and tell Him about your mistakes and failures. Ask Him to strengthen you for fresh endeavor. He
will never disappoint you, never abuse your confidence.
Trial will come to you. Thus the Lord polishes the roughness from your character. Do not murmur. You make the trial harder by
repining. Honor God by cheerful submission. Patiently endure the pressure. Even though a wrong is done you, keep the love of God in
the heart. "Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. The
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry."
"Beware of desperate steps; the darkest day, Wait but tomorrow, will have passed away." "In quietness and in confidence shall be your
strength." Christ knows the strength of your temptations and the strength of your power to resist. His hand is always stretched out in
pitying tenderness to every suffering child. To the tempted, discouraged one he says, Child for whom I suffered and died, cannot you
trust Me? "As thy days, so shall thy strength be." . . .

"Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass." . . . He will be to you as the shadow of a great rock
in a weary land. He says, "Come unto Me, . . . and I will give you rest,"--rest that the world can neither give nor take away. . . .
Words cannot describe the peace and joy possessed by him who takes God at His word. Trials do not disturb him, slights do not vex
him. Self is crucified. Day by day his duties may become more taxing, his temptations stronger, his trials more severe; but he does not
falter; for he receives strength equal to his need.
Christ sacrificed everything for man, in order to make it possible for him to gain heaven. Now it is for fallen man to show what he will
sacrifice on his own account, for Christ's sake, that he may win immortal glory. Those who have any just sense of the magnitude of
salvation, and of its cost, will never murmur that their sowing must be in tears, and that conflict and self-denial are the Christian's
portion in this life.
Christ has given us no assurance that to attain perfection of character is an easy matter. A noble all-round character is not inherited. It
does not come to us by accident. A noble character is earned by individual effort through the merits and grace of Christ. God gives the
talents, the powers of the mind; we form the character. It is formed by hard, stern battles with self. Conflict after conflict must be
waged against hereditary tendencies. We shall have to criticize ourselves closely, and allow not one unfavorable trait to remain
uncorrected.
Let no one say, I cannot remedy my defects of character. If you come to this decision, you will certainly fail of obtaining everlasting
life. The impossibility lies in your own will. If you will not, then you cannot overcome. The real difficulty arises from the corruption
of an unsanctified heart, and an unwillingness to submit to the control of God.
Many whom God has qualified to do excellent work accomplish very little, because they attempt little. Thousands pass through life as
if they had no definite object for which to live, no standard to reach. Such will obtain a reward proportionate to their works.
Remember that you will never reach a higher standard than you yourself set. Then set your mark high, and step by step, even though it
be by painful effort, by self-denial and sacrifice, ascend the whole length of the ladder of progress. Let nothing hinder you. Fate has
not woven its meshes about any human being so firmly that he need remain helpless and in uncertainty. Opposing circumstances
should create a firm determination to overcome them. The breaking down of one barrier will give greater ability and courage to go
forward. Press with determination in the right direction, and circumstances will be your helpers, not your hindrances.
Be ambitious, for the Master's glory, to cultivate every grace of character. In every phase of your character building you are to please
God. This you may do; for Enoch pleased Him, though living in a degenerate age. And there are Enochs in this our day.
Stand like Daniel, that faithful statesman, a man whom no temptation could corrupt. Do not disappoint Him who so loved you that He
gave His own life to cancel your sins. He says, "Without Me ye can do nothing." Remember this. If you have made mistakes, you
certainly gain a victory if you see these mistakes, and regard them as beacons of warning. Thus you turn defeat into victory,
disappointing the enemy, and honoring your Redeemer.
A character formed according to the divine likeness is the only treasure that we can take from this world to the next. Those who are
under the instruction of Christ in this world will take every divine attainment with them to the heavenly mansions. And in heaven we
are continually to improve. How important, then, is the development of character in this life.
The heavenly intelligences will work with the human agent who seeks with determined faith that perfection of character which will
reach out to perfection in action. To every one engaged in this work Christ says, I am at your right hand to help you.
As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to be done at His command, may be
accomplished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings. --"
Those who fail to realize their constant dependence upon God will be overcome by temptation. We may now suppose that our feet
stand secure, and that we shall never be moved. We may say with confidence, "I know in whom I have believed; nothing can shake
my faith in God and in His word." But Satan is planning to take advantage of our hereditary and cultivated traits of character, and to
blind our eyes to our own necessities and defects. Only through realizing our own weakness, and looking steadfastly unto Jesus, can
we walk securely.” {Messages to the Young People Pg.95-101}
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