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An Understanding of Our True Condition is Imperative

A. Enchanted Ground
| saw that God's people are on the enchanted ground, and that some have lost nearly all sense of the shortness of time and the worth of
the soul. {Early Writings Pg.120}

B. Notone in Twenty Prepared
It is a solemn statement that | make to the church, that not one in twenty whose names are registered upon the church books are
prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner. They
are professedly serving God, but they are more earnestly serving mammon. This half-and-half work is a constant denying of Christ,
rather than a confessing of Christ. So many have brought into the church their own unsubdued spirit, unrefined; their spiritual taste is
perverted by their own immoral, debasing corruptions, symbolizing the world in spirit, in heart, in purpose, confirming themselves in
lustful practices, and are full of deception through and through in their professed Christian life. Living as sinners, claiming to be
Christians! Those who claim to be Christians and will confess Christ should come out from among them and touch not the unclean
thing, and be separate. . . .

I lay down my pen and lift up my soul in prayer, that the Lord would breathe upon His backslidden people, who are as dry bones, that
they may live. The end is near, stealing upon us so stealthily, so imperceptibly, so noiselessly, like the muffled tread of the thief in the
night, to surprise the sleepers off guard and unready. May the Lord grant to bring His Holy Spirit upon hearts that are now at ease, that
they may no longer sleep as do others, but watch and be sober. {General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132, 133}

C. We Have Backslidden
I am filled with sadness when | think of our condition as a people. The Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our own course of
continual backsliding has separated us from God. Pride, covetousness, and love of the world have lived in the heart without fear of
banishment or condemnation. Grievous and presumptuous sins have dwelt among us. And yet the general opinion is that the church is
flourishing and that peace and spiritual prosperity are in all her borders. {Testimonies Volume 5, Pg.217}

D. Waiting For Some Change To Take Place
I was shown God's people waiting for some change to take place--a compelling power to take hold of them. But they will be
disappointed, for they are wrong. They must act, they must take hold of the work themselves and earnestly cry to God for a true
knowledge of themselves. The scenes which are passing before us are of sufficient magnitude to cause us to arouse and urge the truth
home to the hearts of all who will listen. The harvest of the earth is nearly ripe. {Testimonies Volume 1, Pg.261}

E. Warning: Delay Is Fatal
The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by
step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather
than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is between the commandments of God and
the commandments of men. In this time the gold will be separated from the dross in the church. True godliness will be clearly
distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that we have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness.
Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from places where we see only floors of rich wheat. All who assume the
ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own nakedness.
{Testimonies Volume 5, Pg.81}

F. Solemn Warnings
Just before us is the "hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth." [REV. 3:10.] All
whose faith is not firmly established upon the Word of God will be deceived and overcome. Satan "works with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness" to gain control of the children of men; and his deceptions will continually increase. {The Great Controversy Pg. 560}

G. The Only Solution
Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth will be shielded from the
powerful delusion that takes the world captive. By the Bible testimony these will detect the deceiver in his disguise. To all the testing
time will come. By the sifting of temptation the genuine Christian will be revealed. Are the people of God now so firmly established
upon His word that they would not yield to the evidence of their senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling to the Bible and the Bible
only? Satan will, if possible, prevent them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up
their way, entangle them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome burden, that their hearts may be overcharged
with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come upon them as a thief. {The Great Controversy Pg. 625}
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