THE PRESENT TRUTH

THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Join with us in this 10-day fast by reading two pages each day (using the -PAGE #- centered on each
page) and take notes from your daily reading. On day 9 and 10—in place of reading two pages a day—
g0 over your notes.
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THE PROMISE
To us today, as verily as to the first disciples, the promise of the Spirit belongs. God will today
endow men and women with power from above, as He endowed those who on the day of
Pentecost heard the word of salvation. At this very hour His Spirit and His grace are for all who
need them and will take Him at His word. {Testimonies to the Church, volume. 8, Pg. 20}

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the
divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the day of
Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have yielded themselves
fully to the Lord and to His service. {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg.40}

God desires to refresh His people by the gift of the Holy Spirit, baptizing them anew in His love.
There is no need for a dearth of the Holy Spirit in the church. After Christ's ascension, the Holy
Spirit came upon the waiting, praying, believing disciples with a fulness and power that reached
every heart. In the future the earth is to be lightened with the glory of God. A divine influence is
to go forth to the world from those who are sanctified through the truth. The earth is to be
encircled with an atmosphere of grace. The Holy Spirit is to work on human hearts, taking the
things of God and showing them unto men. {Southern Watchman, Sept. 5, 1905}

It is true that in the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is closing, the earnest efforts
put forth by consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are to be accompanied
by special tokens of divine favor. Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in
Eastern lands at seed-time and harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual
grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The out-pouring of the Spirit in the days of
the apostles was the beginning of the early, or former rain, and glorious was the result. To the end
of time, the presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true church. {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg. 54, 55}

The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the "former rain," and glorious was
the result. But the latter rain will be more abundant. What is the promise to those living in these
days?--"Turn you to the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope; even today do I declare that I will
render double unto thee." "Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall

make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to everyone grass in the field." {Testimonies,
Volume 8, Pg. 21}

GOD'S WILLINGNESS TO BESTOW
The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve Him than parents are to give
good gifts to their children. {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg. 50}



At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems dark
and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the Comforter will be sent in answer to
the prayer of faith. Circumstances may separate us from every earthly friend; but no
circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever we are,

wherever we may go, He is always at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer. {The
Desire of Ages, Pg. 669,670}
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Morning by morning, as the heralds of the gospel kneel before the Lord and renew their vows of
consecration to Him, He will grant them the presence of His Spirit, with its reviving, sanctifying
power. As they go forth to the day's duties, they have the assurance that the unseen agency of the
Holy Spirit enables them to be "laborers together with God." {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg. 56}

We are living in the time of the Holy Spirit's power. It is seeking to diffuse itself through the
agency of humanity, thus increasing its influence in the world. {Southern Watchman, November 3, 1903}

CONDITIONS OF RECEIVING

The Holy Spirit will come to all who are begging for the bread of life to give to their neighbors.
{Testimonies, Volume 6, Pg. 90}

When we bring our hearts into unity with Christ, and our lives into harmony with His work, the
Spirit that fell on the disciples on the day of Pentecost will fall on us. {Testimonies, Volume 8, Pg. 246}

It is not because of any restriction on the part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow
earthward to men. {Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 419}

The Spirit awaits our demand and reception. {Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 121}

Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger and thirst for the

gift of the Spirit? Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, and preach concerning it? {The Acts of the
Apostles, Pg. 50}

If the fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not

appreciated as it should be. If all were willing, all would be filled with the Spirit. {The Acts of the
Apostles, Pg. 50}

For the daily baptism of the Spirit, every worker should offer his petition to God. Companies of
Christian workers should gather to ask for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that they may know
how to plan and execute wisely. Especially should they pray that God will baptize His chosen
ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His Spirit. {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg. 50, 51}

Let Christians put away all dissension, and give themselves to God for the saving of the lost. Let
them ask in faith for the promised blessing, and it will come. {Testimonies, Volume 8 Pg. 21}

The disciples did not ask for a blessing for themselves. They were weighted with the burden of
souls. The gospel was to be carried to the ends of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of
power that Christ had promised. Then it was that the Holy Spirit was poured out, and thousands
were converted in a day. {Southern Watchman, August 1, 1905}
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Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as
much as to the first disciples. But like every other promise, it is given on conditions. There are
many who believe and profess to claim the Lord's promise; they talk about Christ and about the
Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to be guided and controlled by
the divine agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us. Through the Spirit
God works in His people "to will and to do of His good pleasure." But many will not submit to
this. They want to manage themselves. This is why they do not receive the heavenly gift. Only to
those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The
power of God awaits their demand and reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith,
brings all other blessings in its train. It is given according to the riches of the grace of Christ, and
He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity to receive. {The Desire of Ages, Pg. 672}

The great outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole earth with His glory, will not
come until we have an enlightened people, that know by experience what it means to be laborers
together with God. When we have entire, wholehearted consecration to the service of Christ, God
will recognize the fact by an outpouring of His Spirit without measure; but this will not be while
the largest portion of the church are not laborers together with God. {Review and Herald, July 21, 1896}

ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESS
The presence of the Spirit with God's workers, will give the proclamation of truth a power that
not all the honor or glory of the world could give. {The Acts of the Apostles, p. 51}

God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy
Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and
purify our hearts. {Southern Watchman, Aug. 1, 1905}

After the descent of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were so filled with love for Him [Christ] and for
those for whom He died, that hearts were melted by the words they spoke and the prayers they
offered. They spoke in the power of the Spirit; and under the influence of that power, thousands
were converted. {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg. 22}

There is no limit to the usefulness of the one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working

of the Holy Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated to God. {Southern Watchman,
August 1, 1905}

What was the result of the outpouring of the Spirit upon the day of Pentecost?--The glad tidings
of a risen Saviour were carried to the utmost bounds of the known world. . . . Under their labors
there were added to the church chosen men, who, receiving the word of life, consecrated their
lives to the work of giving to others the hope that had filled their hearts with peace and joy.
Hundreds proclaimed the message, "The kingdom of God is at hand." They could not be
restrained or intimidated by threatenings. The Lord spoke through them; and wherever they went,
the sick were healed, and the poor had the gospel preached unto them. So mightily can God work
when men give themselves up to the control of His Spirit. {Southern Watchman, August 1, 1905}
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The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the soul. The impartation of the Spirit is the
impartation of the life of Christ. It imbues the receiver with the attributes of Christ. Only those
who are thus taught of God, those who possess the inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life



the Christ-life is manifested, are to stand as representative men, to minister in behalf of the
church. {The Desire of Ages, Pg. 805}

Peculiar and rapid changes will soon take place, and God's people are to be endowed with the
Holy Spirit, so that with heavenly wisdom they may meet the emergencies of this age, and as far
as possible counteract the demoralizing movements of the world. If the church is not asleep, it the
followers of Christ watch and pray, they may have light to comprehend and appreciate the
movements of the enemy. {Testimonies, Volume 6, Pg. 436}

PROMISE UNAPPRECIATED

Christ declared that the divine influence of the Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end.
But the promise is not appreciated as it should be; and therefore its fulfillment is not seen as it
might be. The promise of the Spirit is a matter little thought of; and the result is only what might
be expected,--spiritual drouth, spiritual darkness, spiritual declension and death. Minor matters
occupy the attention, and the divine power which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of
the church, and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking, though offered in its
infinite plenitude. {Testimonies, Volume. 8, Pg. 21}

SOME IDLY WAITING FOR SEASON OF REFRESHING

There are some who, instead of wisely improving present opportunities, are idly waiting for some
special season of spiritual refreshing by which their ability to enlighten others will be greatly
increased. They neglect present duties and privileges, and allow their light to burn dim, while
they look forward to a time when, without any effort on their part, they will be made the

recipients of special blessing, by which they will be transformed and fitted for service. {The Acts of
the Apostles, Pg. 54}

CHRIST'S SUCCESSOR

The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and
independent thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally.
Therefore it was for their interest that He should go to the Father, and send the Spirit to be His
successor on earth. No one could then have any advantage because of his location or his personal
contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense He would
be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high. {The Desire of Ages, Pg. 669}

HOLY SPIRIT AT WORK FROM BEGINNING

From the beginning God has been working by His Holy Spirit through human instrumentalities
for the accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of the fallen race. This was manifest in the lives
of the patriarchs. To the church in the wilderness also, in the time of Moses, God gave His "good
Spirit to instruct them." And in the days of the apostles He wrought mightily for His church
through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The same power that sustained the patriarchs, that gave
Caleb and Joshua faith and courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church effective, has
upheld God's faithful children in every
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succeeding age. It was through the power of the Holy Spirit that during the Dark Ages the
Waldensian Christians helped to prepare the way for the Reformation. It was the same power that
made successful the efforts of the noble men and women who pioneered the way for the
establishment of modern missions, and for the translation of the Bible into the languages and
dialects of all nations and peoples. {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg. 53}



THE DIVINE GUARANTY
God will do the work if we will furnish Him the instruments. {Testimonies, Volume, 9, Pg. 107}

God will accept the whole-hearted service, and will Himself make up the deficiencies. {The Ministry
of Healing, Pg. 150}

Every deed of righteousness will be immortalized, although the doer may not feel that he has
done anything worthy of notice. {Testimonies, Volume. 2, Pg. 683}

If you are truly consecrated, God will, through your instrumentality, bring into the truth others

whom He can use as channels to convey light to many that are groping in darkness. {Testimonies,
Volume 7, Pg. 63}

The truth is soon to triumph gloriously, and all who now choose to be laborers together with God
will triumph with it. {Testimonies, Volume 9, Pg. 135}

To everyone who offers himself to the Lord for service, withholding nothing, is given power for
the attainment of measureless results. {Testimonies, Volume. 7, Pg. 30}

When we labor diligently for the salvation of our fellow men, God will prosper our very effort.
{Testimonies, Volume 9, Pg. 86}

The Lord has a place for everyone in His great plan. Talents that are not needed are not bestowed.
Supposing that the talent is small. God has a place for it, and that one talent, if faithfully used,
will do the very work God designs that it should do. {Testimonies Volume 9, Pg. 37}

The humblest workers, in co-operation with Christ, may touch chords whose vibrations shall ring
to the ends of the earth, and make melody throughout eternal ages. {The Ministry of Healing, Pg. 159}

True success in any line of work is not the result of chance or accident or destiny. It is the
outworking of God's providences, the reward of faith and discretion, of virtue and perseverance.
Fine mental qualities and a high moral tone are not the result of accident. God gives
opportunities; success depends upon the use made of them. {Prophets and Kings, Pg. 486}

Those who are impressed to enter the work, whether in the home field or in the regions beyond,
are to go forward in the name of the Lord. If they depend on God for grace and strength, they will
succeed. At the beginning their work may be small, but if they follow
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the Lord's plans, it will enlarge. God lives. He will work for the unselfish, self-sacrificing laborer,
whoever and wherever he may be. {Southern Watchman, April 9, 1903}

CO-OPERATION OF HEAVENLY AGENCIES

We need to understand better than we do the mission of the angels. It would be well to remember
that every true child of God has the co-operation of heavenly beings. Invisible armies of light and
power attend the meek and lowly ones who believe and claim the promises of God. Cherubim and
seraphim, and angels that excel in strength, stand at God's right hand, "all ministering spirits, sent
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation." {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg. 154}



Remember that the Lord Jesus is the Master Worker. He waters the seed sown. He puts into your
minds words that will reach hearts. {Testimonies, Volume 9, Pg. 41}

Consecrate yourselves wholly to the work of God. He is your strength, and He will be at your
right hand, helping you to carry on His merciful designs. {Testimonies, Volume 9, Pg. 41}

The heavenly intelligences will work with the human agent who seeks with determined faith that
perfection of character which will reach out to perfection in action. To everyone engaged in this
work Christ says, [ am at your right hand to help you. {Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 332}

As the will of man co-operates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to be

done at His command, may be accomplished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings.
{Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 333}

In working for perishing souls, you have the companionship of angels. Thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand angels are waiting to co-operate with members of
our churches in communicating the light that God has generously given, that a people may be
prepared for the coming of Christ. {Testimonies Volume 9, Pg. 129}

In this work all the angels of heaven are ready to co-operate. All the resources of heaven are at
the command of those who are seeking to save the lost. Angels will help you to reach the most
careless and the most hardened. And when one is brought back to God, all heaven is made glad;
seraphs and cherubs touch their golden harps, and sing praises to God and the Lamb for their
mercy and loving-kindness to the children of men. {Christ's Object Lessons Pg. 197}

He who called the fishermen of Galilee is still calling men to His service. And He is just as
willing to manifest His power through us as through the first disciples. However imperfect and
sinful we may be, the Lord holds out to us the offer of partnership with Himself, of
apprenticeship to Christ. He invites us to come under the divine instruction, that, uniting with
Christ, we may work the works of God. {The Desire of Ages, Pg. 297}

Think you not that Christ values those who live wholly for Him? Think you not that He visits
those who, like the beloved John, are for His sake in hard and trying places? He finds His faithful
ones, and holds communion with them, encouraging and strengthening
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them. And angels of God, that excel in strength, are sent forth by God to minister to His human
workers who are speaking the truth to those who know it not. {Testimonies, Volume 8, Pg. 17}

All Heaven is in activity, and the angels of God are waiting to co-operate with all who will devise
plans whereby souls for whom Christ died may hear the glad tidings of salvation. Angels who
minister to those that shall be heirs of salvation, are saying to every true saint, "There is work for
you to do." "Go, stand and speak . . . to the people all the words of this life." Acts 5:20. If those
addressed would obey this injunction, the Lord would prepare the way before them, putting them
in possession of means wherewith to go. {Testimonies, Vol. 6, Pg. 433, 434}

In such a time as this, every child of God should be actively engaged in helping others. As those
who have an understanding of Bible truth try to seek out the men and women who are longing for
light, angels of God will attend them. And where angels go, none need fear to move forward. As a
result of the faithful efforts of consecrated workers, many will be turned from idolatry to the



worship of the living God. Many will cease to pay homage to manmade institutions, and will take
their stand fearlessly on the side of God and His law. {Prophets and Kings, Pg. 171}

The principalities and powers of heaven are watching the warfare which, under apparently
discouraging circumstances, God's servants are carrying on. New conquests are being achieved,
new honors won, as the Christians, rallying round the banner of their Redeemer, go forth to fight
the good fight of faith. All the heavenly angels are at the service of the humble, believing people
of God; and as the Lord's army of workers here below sing their songs of praise, the choir above
join with them in ascribing praise to God and to His Son. {The Acts of the Apostles, Pg. 154}

It is not the power that emanates from men that makes the work successful, it is the power of the
heavenly intelligences working with the human agent that brings the work to perfection. A Paul
may plant, and an Apollos may water, but it is God that giveth the increase. Man cannot do God's
part of the work. As a human agent he may cooperate with the divine intelligences, and in
simplicity and meekness do his best, realizing that God is the great Master Workman. Although

the workmen may be buried, the work will not cease, but it will go on to completion. {Review and
Herald, Nov. 14, 1893}

The Christian always has a strong helper in the Lord. The way of the Lord's helping we may not
know; but this we do know: He will never fail those who put their trust in Him. Could Christians
realize how many times the Lord has ordered their way, that the purposes of the enemy
concerning them might not be accomplished, they would not stumble along complainingly. Their
faith would be stayed on God, and no trial would have power to move them. They would
acknowledge Him as their wisdom and efficiency, and He would bring to pass that which He
desires to work out through them. {Prophets and Kings, Pg. 576}

All who engage in ministry are God's helping hand. They are coworkers with the angels; rather,
they are the human agencies through whom the angels accomplish their mission.
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Angels speak through their voices, and work by their hands. And the human workers, co-

operating with heavenly agencies, have the benefit of their education and experience. {Education, Pg.
271}

Christ calls every man and woman to put on the armor of His righteousness and begin to work. "I
am at your right hand to help you," He declares. Tell all your trials and perplexities to your God.
He will never betray your confidence. There is nothing so precious to Christ as His purchased
possession, His church, the workers who go forth to scatter the seeds of truth. . . . Think of Jesus.
He is in His holy place, not in a state of solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten
thousand of heavenly angels who wait to do His bidding. And He bids them go and work for the
weakest saint who puts his trust in God. High and low, rich and poor, have the same help
provided. {Southern Watchman, Nov. 7, 1905}

THERE SHOULD BE NO THOUGHT OF FAILURE

Workers for Christ are never to think, much less to speak, of failure in their work. The Lord Jesus
is our efficiency in all things; His Spirit is to be our inspiration; and as we place ourselves in His
hands, to be channels of light, our means of doing good will never be exhausted. We may draw
upon His fulness, and receive of that grace which has no limit. {Gospel Workers, Pg. 19}



When we give ourselves wholly to God, and in our work follow His directions, He makes
Himself responsible for its accomplishment. He would not have us conjecture as to the success of
our honest endeavors. Not once should we even think of failure. We are to co-operate with One
who knows no failure. {Christ's Object Lessons, p. 363}

The Lord is disappointed when His people place a low estimate upon themselves. He desires His
chosen heritage to value themselves according to the price He has placed upon them. God wanted
them, else He would not have sent His Son on such an expensive errand to redeem them. He has a
use for them, and He is well pleased when they make the very highest demands upon Him, that

they may glorify His name. They may expect large things if they have faith in His promises. {The
Desire of Ages, Pg. 668}

PROPORTIONATE SUCCESS

When God opens the way for the accomplishment of a certain work, and gives assurance of
success, the chosen instrumentality must do all in his power to bring about the promised result. In
proportion to the enthusiasm and perseverance with which the work is carried forward, will be the
Success given. {Prophets and Kings, Pg. 263}

THE UNDERLYING MOTIVE IN SUCCESSFUL SERVICE

Whatsoever is done out of pure love, be it ever so little or contemptible in the sight of men, is
wholly fruitful; for God regards more with how much love one worketh, than the amount he
doeth. {Testimonies, Volume 2, Pg. 135}

Ten truly converted, willing-minded, unselfish workers can do more in the missionary field than
one hundred who confine their efforts to set forms, and preserve mechanical rules, working
without deep love for souls. {Testimonies, Volume 4, Pg. 602}

-PAGE 9-

It is not the capabilities you now possess, or ever will have, that will give you success. It is that
which the Lord can do for you. We need to have far less confidence in what man can do, and far
more confidence in what God can do for every believing soul. He longs to have you reach after
Him by faith. He longs to have you expect great things from Him. He longs to give you
understanding in temporal as well as in spiritual matters. He can sharpen the intellect. He can give

tact and skill. Put your talents into the work, ask God for wisdom, and it will be given to you.
{Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 146}

The oil of grace gives to men the courage, and supplies to them the motives, for doing every day
the work that God appoints to them. The five foolish virgins had lamps (this means a knowledge
of Scripture truth), but they had not the grace of Christ. Day by day they went through a round of
ceremonies and external duties, but their service was lifeless, devoid of the righteousness of
Christ. The Sun of Righteousness did not shine in their hearts and minds, and they had not the
love of the truth which conforms to the life and character, the image and superscription, of Christ.
The oil of grace was not mingled with their endeavors. Their religion was a dry husk without the
true kernel. They held fast to forms of doctrines, but they were deceived in their Christian life,
full of self-righteousness, and failing to learn lessons in the school of Christ, which, if practiced,
would have made them wise unto salvation. {Review and Herald, March 27, 1894}

The work of God is to be carried on to completion by the co-operation of divine and human
agencies. Those who are self-sufficient may be apparently active in the work of God; but if they
are prayerless, their activity is of no avail. Could they look into the censer of the angel that stands



at the golden altar before the rainbow-circled throne, they would see that the merit of Jesus must
be mingled with our prayers and efforts, or they are as worthless as was the offering of Cain.
Could we see all the activity of human instrumentality, as it appears before God, we would see
that only the work accomplished by much prayer, which is sanctified by the merit of Christ, will
stand the test of the judgment. When the grand review shall take place, then shall ye return and
discern between him that serveth God and him that serveth Him not. {Review and Herald, July 4, 1893}

Legal religion will not answer for this age. We may perform all the outward acts of service, and
yet be as destitute of the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit as the hills of Gilboa were
destitute of dew and rain. We all need spiritual moisture; and we need also the bright beams of
the Sun of Righteousness to soften and subdue our hearts. We are always to be as firm as a rock

to principle. Bible principles are to be taught, and then backed up by holy practice. {Testimonies,
Volume 6, Pg. 417, 418}

Success depends not so much on talent as on energy and willingness. It is not the possession of
splendid talents that enables us to render acceptable service; but the conscientious performance of
daily duties, the contented spirit, the unaffected, sincere interest in the welfare of others. In the
humblest lot true excellence may be found. The commonest tasks, wrought with loving
faithfulness, are beautiful in God's sight. {Prophets and Kings, Pg. 219}

The symmetrical structure of a strong, beautiful character is built up by individual acts of duty.
And faithfulness should characterize our life in the least as well as in the greatest of its details.
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Integrity in little things, the performance of little acts of fidelity and little deeds of kindness, will
gladden the path of life; and when our work on earth is ended, it will be found that every one of
the little duties faithfully performed has exerted an influence for good,--an influence that can
never perish. {Patriarchs and Prophets, Pg. 574}

LEAVE RESULTS WITH GOD

The good seed may for a time lie unnoticed in a cold, selfish, worldly heart, giving no evidence
that it has taken root; but afterward, as the Spirit of God breathes on the soul, the hidden seed
springs up, and at last bears fruit to the glory of God. In our life-work we know not which shall
prosper, this or that. This is not a question for us to settle. We are to do our work, and leave the
results with God. "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand."
God's great covenant declares that "while the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest . . . shall not
cease." In the confidence of this promise the husbandman tills and sows. Not less confidently are
we in the spiritual sowing to labor, trusting His assurance, "So shall My word be that goeth forth
out of My mouth; it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious

seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." {Christ's Object
Lessons, Pg. 65}

Reward of Service

PRICELESS
It is not a vain thing to serve God. There is a priceless reward for those who devote their life to
His service. {Testimonies Volume 4, Pg. 107}



Every sacrifice that is made in His ministry will be recompensed according to "the exceeding
riches of His grace." {The Desire of Ages, Pg. 249}

Our reward for working with Christ in this world is the greater power and wider privilege of
working with Him in the world to come. {Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 361}

BASIS OF VALUATION
The value of service to God is measured by the spirit in which it is rendered, rather than by the
length of time spent in labor. {Testimonies, Volume 9, Pg. 74}

Their success in advancement in the divine life depends upon the improvement of the talents lent
them. Their future reward will be proportioned to the integrity and earnestness with which they
serve the Master. {Review and Herald, March 1, 1887}

The Lord has a great work to be done, and He will bequeath the most in the future life to those
who do the most faithful, willing service in the present life. {Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 330}

Those who came into the vineyard at the eleventh hour were thankful for an opportunity to work.
Their hearts were full of gratitude to the one who had accepted them; and when at the close of the
day the householder paid them for a full day's work, they were greatly
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surprised. They knew they had not earned such wages. And the kindness expressed in the
countenance of their employer filled them with joy. They never forgot the goodness of the
householder, or the generous compensation they had received.

Thus it is with the sinner, who, knowing his unworthiness, has entered the Master's vineyard at
the eleventh hour. His time of service seems so short, he feels that he is undeserving of reward,
but he is filled with joy that God has accepted him at all. He works with a humble, trusting spirit,

thankful for the privilege of being a coworker with Christ. This spirit God delights to honor.
{Christ's Object Lessons, pp. 397, 398}

SURE REWARD

He who has appointed "to every man his work," according to his ability, will never let the faithful
performance of duty go unrewarded. Every act of loyalty and faith will be crowned with special
tokens of God's favor and approbation. To every worker is given the promise, "He that goeth
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him." {Testimonies, Volume 5, Pg. 395}

However short our service or humble our work, if in simple faith we follow Christ, we shall not
be disappointed of the reward. That which even the greatest and wisest cannot earn, the weakest
and most humble may receive. Heaven's golden gate opens not to the self-exalted. It is not lifted
up to the proud in spirit. But the everlasting portals will open wide to the trembling touch of a
little child. Blessed will be the recompense of grace to those who have wrought for God in the
simplicity of faith and love. {Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 404}

The brows of those who do this work will wear the crown of sacrifice. But they will receive their
reward. {Testimonies, Vol. 6, Pg. 348}



To every worker for God this thought should be a stimulus and an encouragement. In this life our
work for God often seems to be almost fruitless. Our efforts to do good may be earnest and
persevering, yet we may not be permitted to witness their results. To us the effort may seem to be
lost. But the Saviour assures us that our work is noted in heaven, and that the recompense cannot
fail. {Testimonies, Vol. 6, Pg. 305}

Every act, every deed of justice and mercy and benevolence, makes music in heaven. The Father
from His throne beholds and numbers the performer of them with His most precious treasures.
"And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, when I make up My jewels." Every merciful act
to the needy or the suffering is as though done to Jesus. Whoever succors the poor, or
sympathizes with the afflicted and oppressed, and befriends the orphan, brings himself into a
more close relationship to Jesus. {Review and Herald, August. 16, 1881}

Christ regards all acts of mercy, benevolence, and thoughtful consideration for the unfortunate,
the blind, the lame, the sick, the widow, and the orphan, as done to Himself; and these works are
preserved in the heavenly records, and will be rewarded. {Testimonies, Volume 3, Pg. 512, 513}
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A JUST REWARD

The Lord is good. He is merciful and tender-hearted. He is acquainted with every one of His
children. He knows just what each one of us is doing. He knows just how much credit to give to
each one. Will you not lay down your credit list and your condemnation list, and leave God to do
His own work? You will be given the crown of glory if you will attend to the work that God has
given Yyou. {Southern Watchman, May 14, 1903}

The Lord desires us to rest in Him without a question as to our measure of reward. When Christ
abides in the soul, the thought of reward is not uppermost. This is not the motive that actuates our
service. {Christ's Object Lessons, Pg. 398}

From garrets, from hovels, from dungeons, from scaffolds, from mountains and deserts, from the
caves of the earth and the caverns of the sea, Christ will gather His children to Himself. On earth
they have been destitute, afflicted, and tormented. Millions have gone down to the grave loaded
with infamy because they refused to yield to the deceptive claims of Satan. By human tribunals
the children of God have been adjudged the vilest criminals. But the day is near when "God is
judge Himself." Then the decisions of earth shall be reversed. "The rebuke of His people shall He
take away." White robes will be given to every one of them. And "they shall call them the holy
people, the redeemed of the Lord." {Christ's Object Lessons, pp. 179, 180}

PRESENT REWARD

Happiness.--Those who give their lives to Christlike ministry know the meaning of true
happiness. Their interests and their prayers reach far beyond self. They themselves are growing as
they try to help others. They become familiar with the largest plans, the most stirring enterprises,
and how can they but grow when they place themselves in the divine channel of light and
blessing? Such ones receive wisdom from heaven. They become more and more identified with
Christ in all His plans. There is no opportunity for spiritual stagnation. {Testimonies Volume 9 Pg. 42}

The church that engages successfully in this work, is a happy church. That man or that woman
whose soul is drawn out in compassion and love for the erring, and who labors to bring them to
the fold of the great Shepherd, is engaged in a blessed work. And, oh, what a soul-enrapturing



thought, that when one sinner is thus reclaimed, there is more joy in heaven than over ninety and
nine just persons! {Testimonies, Volume 2, Pg. 22}

Nothing is drudgery to the one who submits to the will of God. "Doing it unto the Lord" is a
thought that throws a charm over whatever work God gives him to do. {Testimonies, Volume. 9, Pg. 150}

The Christian laborer knows no drudgery in his heaven-appointed work. He enters into the joy of
His Lord in seeing souls emancipated from the slavery of sin; and this joy repays him for every
self-denial. {Southern Watchman, April 2, 1903}

To become a toiler, to continue patiently in well-doing which calls for self-denying labor, is a
glorious work, which Heaven smiles upon. {Testimonies, Vol. 2, p. 24}
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Christ delights to take apparently hopeless material, those whom Satan has debased and through
whom he has worked and make them the subjects of His grace. . . . He makes His children His
agents in the accomplishment of his work, and in its success, even in this life, they find a precious
reward. {Testimonies Volume 6, Pg. 308, 309}

Blessing.--Every effort made for Christ will react in blessing upon ourselves. {Christ's Object Lessons,
Pg. 354}

Every duty performed, every sacrifice made in the name of Jesus, brings an exceeding great
reward. In the very act of duty, God speaks, and gives His blessing. {Testimonies Volume 4, Pg. 145}

We should lived in this world to win souls to the Saviour. If we injure others, we injure ourselves
also. If we bless others, we also bless ourselves; for the influence of every good deed is reflected
upon our own hearts. {Testimonies Volume 4, Pg. 72}

Every ray of light shed upon others will be reflected upon our own hearts. Every kind and
sympathizing word spoken to the sorrowful, every act to relieve the oppressed, and every gift to
supply the necessities of our fellow beings, given or done with an eye to God's glory, will result
in blessings to the giver. Those who are thus working are obeying a law of heaven, and will
receive the approval of God. {Testimonies Volume 4, Pg. 56}

While the great final reward is given at Christ's coming, true-hearted service for God brings a
reward, even in this life. Obstacles, opposition, and bitter, heartbreaking discouragements, the
worker will have to meet. He may not see the fruit of his toil. But in face of all this he finds in his
labor a blessed recompense. All who surrender themselves to God in unselfish service for
humanity are in cooperation with the Lord of glory. This thought sweetens all toil, it braces the
will, it nerves the spirit for whatever may befall. {Testimonies, Volume 6, Pg. 305, 306}

Health.--Doing good is an excellent remedy for disease. Those who engage in the work are
invited to call upon God, and He has pledged Himself to answer them. Their soul shall be

satisfied in drouth, and they shall be like a watered garden, whose waters fail not. {Testimonies,
Volume 2, Pg.29}

In fellowship with God, with Christ, and with holy angels, they are surrounded with a heavenly
atmosphere, an atmosphere that brings health to the body, vigor to the intellect, and joy to the
soul. {Testimonies, Volume 6, Pg. 306}



The pleasure of doing good to others imparts a glow to the feelings which flashes through the

nerves, quickens the circulation of the blood, and induces mental and physical health. {Testimonies,
Volume 4, Pg. 56}

Strength.--Let a strong man be shut away from labor, and he becomes feeble. That church or
those persons who shut themselves away from bearing burdens for others, who shut themselves
up to themselves, will soon suffer spiritual feebleness. It is labor that keeps
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the strong man strong. And spiritual labor, toil, and burden-bearing, is what will give strength to
the church of Christ. {Testimonies Volume 2, Pg. 22}

Peace.--In doing for others, a sweet satisfaction will be experienced, an inward peace which will
be a sufficient reward. When actuated by a high and noble desire to do others good, they will find
true happiness in a faithful discharge of life's manifold duties. This will bring more than an
carthly reward; for every faithful, unselfish performance of duty is noticed by the angels, and
shines in the life record. {Testimonies, Volume 2, Pg. 132}

FUTURE REWARD

Eternal Life.--By earnest, thoughtful efforts to help where help is needed, the true Christian
shows his love for God and for his fellow beings. He may lose his life in service; but when Christ
comes to gather His jewels to Himself, he will find it again. {Testimonies, Volume 9, Pg. 56}

A Gracious Welcome Home.--Stand on the threshold of eternity, and hear the gracious welcome
given to those who in this life have co-operated with Christ, regarding it as a privilege and an
honor to suffer for His sake. . . . There the redeemed ones greet those who directed them to the
uplifted Saviour. They unite in praising Him who died that human beings might have the life that
measures with the life of God. The conflict is over. All tribulation and strife are at an end. Songs
of victory fill all heaven, as the redeemed stand around the throne of God. All take up the joyful

strain, "Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain," and hath redeemed us to God. {The Ministry of
Healing, Pg. 506, 507}

If the record shows that this has been their life, that their characters have been marked with
tenderness, self-denial, and benevolence, they will receive the blessed assurance and benediction
from Christ, "Well done." "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world." {Testimonies Volume 3, Pg. 525}

Heavenly Environment.--Now the church is militant. Now we are confronted with a world in
darkness, almost wholly given over to idolatry. But the day is coming when the battle will have
been fought, the victory won. The will of God is to be done on earth as it is done in heaven. The
nations of the saved will know no other law than the law of heaven. All will be a happy, united
family, clothed with the garments of praise and thanksgiving,--the robe of Christ's righteousness.
All nature, in its surpassing loveliness, will offer to God a tribute of praise and adoration. The
world will be bathed in the light of heaven. The light of the moon will be as the light of the sun,
and the light of the sun will be sevenfold greater than it is now. The years will move on in
gladness. Over the scene the morning stars will sing together, and the sons of God will shout for
joy, while God and Christ will unite in proclaiming, "There shall be no more sin, neither shall
there be any more death." {The Ministry of Healing, Pg. 504}



Joy.--It is the reward of Christ's workers to enter into His joy. That joy, to which Christ Himself
looks forward with eager desire, is presented in His request to His Father, "I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where [ am." {Testimonies Volume 6, Pg. 309}
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In our life here, earthly, sin-restricted, though it is, the greatest joy and the highest education are
in service. And in the future state, untrammeled by the limitations of sinful humanity, it is in
service that our greatest joy and our highest education will be found,--witnessing, and ever as we
witness learning anew "the riches of the glory of this mystery," "which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory." {Education Pg. 309}

They share in the sufferings of Christ, and they will share also in the glory that shall be revealed.
One with Him in His work, drinking with Him the cup of sorrow, they are partakers also of His
joy. {Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, Pg. 27}

Fruitage of Seed-Sowing.--Every impulse of the Holy Spirit leading men to goodness and to God,
is noted in the books of heaven, and in the day of God everyone who has given himself as an

instrument for the Holy Spirit's working will be permitted to behold what his life has wrought.
{Testimonies Volume. 6, Pg. 310}

When the redeemed stand before God, precious souls will respond to their names who are there
because of the faithful, patient efforts put forth in their behalf, the entreaties and earnest
persuasions to flee to the Stronghold. Thus those who in this world have been laborers together
with God will receive their reward. {Testimonies Volume 8 Pg. 196, 197}

What rejoicing there will be as these redeemed ones meet and greet those who have had a burden
in their behalf! And those who have lived, not to please themselves, but to be a blessing to the
unfortunate who have so few blessings, --how their hearts will thrill with satisfaction! They will
realize the promise, "Thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be
recompensed at the resurrection of the just." {Gospel Workers, Pg. 519}

In heaven we shall see the youth whom we helped, those whom we invited to our homes, whom

we led from temptation. We shall see their faces reflecting the radiance of the glory of God.
{Testimonies, Volume 6, Pg. 348}

To be a coworker with Christ and the heavenly angels in the great plan of salvation! What work
can bear any comparison with this! From every soul saved, there comes to God a revenue of

glory, to be reflected upon the one saved, and also upon the one instrumental in his salvation.
{Testimonies Volume 2, Pg. 232}

The redeemed will meet and recognize those whose attention they have directed to the uplifted Saviour.
What blessed converse they will have with these souls! "I was a sinner," it will be said, "without God and
without hope in the world; and you came to me, and drew my attention to the precious Saviour as my only
hope. And I believed in Him. I repented of my sins, and was made to sit together with His saints in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Others will say: "I was a heathen in heathen lands. You left your
friends and comfortable home, and came to teach me how to find Jesus, and believe in Him as the
only true God. I demolished my idols, and worshiped God, and now I see Him face to face. I am
saved, eternally saved, ever to behold Him whom I love. I then saw Him
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only with the eye of faith, but now I see Him as He is. I can now express my gratitude for His

redeeming mercy to Him who loved me, and washed me from my sins in His own blood." {Gospel
Workers, Pg. 518}

Others will express their gratitude to those who fed the hungry and clothed the naked. "When
despair bound my soul in unbelief, the Lord sent you to me," they say, "to speak words of hope
and comfort. You brought me food for my physical necessities, and you opened to me the Word
of God, awakening me to my spiritual needs. You treated me as a brother. You sympathized with
me in my sorrows, and restored my bruised and wounded soul, so that I could grasp the hand of
Christ that was reached out to save me. In my ignorance you taught me patiently that I had a
Father in heaven who cared for me. You read to me the precious promises of God's Word. You
inspired in me faith that He would save me. My heart was softened, subdued, broken, as I
contemplated the sacrifice which Christ had made for me. I became hungry for the bread of life,
and the truth was precious to my soul. I am here, saved, eternally saved, ever to live in His
presence, and to praise Him who gave His life for me." {Gospel Workers, Pg. 518, 519}

PATIENTLY WAIT FOR THE REWARD

If the time seems long to wait for our Deliverer to come; if, bowed by affliction and worn with
toil, we feel impatient for our commission to close, and to receive an honorable release from the
warfare, let us remember--and let the remembrance check every murmur--that God leaves us on
carth to encounter storms and conflicts, to perfect Christian character, to become better
acquainted with God our Father and Christ our Elder Brother, and to do work for the Master in
winning many souls to Christ, that with glad heart we may hear the words, "Well done, good and
faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." {Review and Herald, Oct. 25, 1881}

Be patient, Christian soldier. Yet a little while, and He that shall come, will come. The night of
weary waiting, and watching, and mourning is nearly over. The reward will soon be given; the
eternal day will dawn. There is no time to sleep now,--no time to indulge in useless regrets. He
who ventures to slumber now will miss precious opportunities of doing good. We are granted the
blessed privilege of gathering sheaves in the great harvest; and every soul saved will be an
additional star in the crown of Jesus, our adorable Redeemer. Who is eager to lay off the armor,
when by pushing the battle a little longer, he will achieve new victories and gather new trophies
for eternity? {Review and Herald, Oct. 25, 1881}



