THE PRESENT TRUTH
Bishop Stephen D. Lewis

Instruments of Action
The secret of our success in the work of God will be found in the harmonious working of our people. There must be
concentrated action. Every member of the body of Christ must act his part in the cause of God, according to the ability that
God has given him. We must press together against obstructions and difficulties, shoulder to shoulder, heart to heart… If
Christians were to act in concert, moving forward as one, under the direction of one Power, for the accomplishment of one
purpose, they would move the world.
Angels work harmoniously. Perfect order characterizes all their movements. The more closely we imitate the harmony and
order of the angelic host, the more successful will be the efforts of these heavenly agents in our behalf. If we see no necessity
for harmonious action, and are disorderly, undisciplined, and disorganized in our course of action, angels, who are thoroughly
organized and move in perfect order, cannot work for us successfully. They turn away in grief, for they are not authorized to
bless confusion, distraction, and disorganization. All who desire the cooperation of the heavenly messengers, must work in
unison with them. Those who have the unction from on high, will in all their efforts encourage order, discipline, and union of
action, and then the angels of God can co-operate with them. But never, never will these heavenly messengers place their
indorsement upon irregularity, disorganization, and disorder.
There is need of systematic labor; but where some of you are so long in devising, and planning, and getting ready for the work,
Satan preoccupies the field with bewitching fables, and the attention of men becomes absorbed in the delusions of the master
deceiver.
O how Satan would rejoice if he could succeed in his efforts to get in among this people, and disorganize the work at a time
when thorough organization is essential, and will be the greatest power to keep out spurious uprisings, and to refute claims not
indorsed by the Word of God! We want to hold the lines evenly, that there shall be no breaking down of the system of
organization and order that has been built up by wise, careful labor. License must not be given to disorderly elements that
desire to control the work at this time.
Let the gospel message ring through our churches, summoning them to universal action. Let the members of the church have
increased faith, gaining zeal from their unseen, heavenly allies, from a knowledge of their exhaustless resources, from the
greatness of the enterprise in which they are engaged, and from the power of their Leader. Those who place themselves under
God's control, to be led and guided by Him, will catch the steady tread of the events ordained by Him to take place. Inspired
with the Spirit of Him who gave His life for the life of the world, they will no longer stand still in impotency, pointing to what
they cannot do. Putting on the armor of heaven, they will go forth to the warfare willing to do and dare for God, knowing that
His omnipotence will supply their need.
Let us arouse! The battle is waging. Truth and error are nearing their final conflict. Let us march under the blood-stained
banner of Prince Emmanuel, and fight the good fight of faith, and win eternal honors; for the truth will triumph, and we may be
more than conquerors through Him who has loved us. The precious hours of probation are closing. Let us make sure work for
eternal life, that we may glorify our heavenly Father, and be the means of saving souls for whom Christ died.
The duke of Wellington was once present where a party of Christian men were discussing the possibility of success in
missionary effort among the heathen. They appealed to the duke to say whether in his judgment such efforts were likely to
prove a success commensurate to the cost. The old soldier replied: "Gentlemen, what are your marching orders? Success is not
the question for you to discuss. If I read your orders aright, they run thus, 'Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.' Gentlemen, obey your marching orders." "The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly."
Zeph. 1:14. Let us be shod with the gospel shoes, ready to march at a moment's notice.
Church members . . . are to be ever ready to spring into action in obedience to the Master's commands. Wherever we see work
waiting to be done, we are to take it up and do it, constantly looking unto Jesus. . . . If every church member were a living
missionary, the gospel would speedily be proclaimed in all countries, to all peoples, nations, and tongues.
We are nearing the close of this earth's history. We have before us a great work,--the closing work of giving the last warning
message to a sinful world. There are men who will be taken from the plow, from the vineyard, from various other branches of
work, and sent forth by the Lord to give this message to the world.
Sound an alarm throughout the length and breadth of the earth. Tell the people that the day of the Lord is near, and hasteth
greatly. Let none be left unwarned. We might have been in the place of the poor souls that are in error. We might have been
placed among barbarians. According to the truth we have received above others, we are debtors to impart the same to them.

My brethren and sisters, it is too late to devote your time and strength to self-serving. Let not the last day find you destitute of
the heavenly treasure. Seek to push the triumphs of the cross, seek to enlighten souls, labor for the salvation of your fellow
beings, and your work will abide the trying test of fire.
We must give this message quickly, line upon line, precept upon precept. Men will soon be forced to great decisions, and it is
our duty to see that they are given an opportunity to understand the truth, that they may take their stand intelligently on the
right side. The Lord calls upon His people to labor--labor earnestly and wisely--while probation lingers.
We have no time to lose. The end is near. The passage from place to place to spread the truth will soon be hedged with dangers
on the right hand and on the left. Everything will be placed to obstruct the way of the Lord's messengers, so that they will not
be able to do that which it is possible for them to do now. We must look our work fairly in the face, and advance as fast as
possible in aggressive warfare. From the light given me of God I know that the powers of darkness are working with intense
energy from beneath, and with stealthy tread Satan is advancing to take those who are now asleep, as a wolf taking his prey.
We have warnings now which we may give, a work now which we may do; but soon it will be more difficult than we can
imagine. God help us to keep in the channel of light, to work with our eyes fastened on Jesus our leader, and patiently,
perseveringly press on to gain the victory.
There is danger in delay. That soul whom you might have found, that soul to whom you might have opened the Scriptures,
passes beyond your reach. Satan has prepared some net for his feet, and tomorrow he may be working out the plans of the
archenemy of God. Why delay one day? Why not go to work at once?
Vigilance and fidelity have been required of Christ's followers in every age; but now that we are standing upon the very verge
of the eternal world, holding the truths we do, having so great light, so important a work, we must double our diligence. Every
one is to do to the very utmost of his ability. My brother, you endanger your own salvation if you hold back now. God will call
you to account if you fail in the work He has assigned you.
Eternity stretches before us. The curtain is about to be lifted. What are we thinking of, that we cling to our selfish love of ease,
while all around us souls are perishing? Have our hearts become utterly callous? Can we not see and understand that we have a
work to do in behalf of others? My brethren and sisters, are you among those who, having eyes, see not, and having ears, hear
not? Is it in vain that God has given you a knowledge of His will? Is it in vain that He has sent you warning after warning of
the nearness of the end? Do you believe the declarations of His word concerning what is coming upon the world? Do you
believe that God's judgments are hanging over the inhabitants of the earth? How, then, can you sit at ease, careless and
indifferent?
The work is fast closing up, and on every side wickedness is increasing. We have but a short time in which to work. Let us
awake from spiritual slumber, and consecrate all that we have and are to the Lord. His Spirit will abide with true missionaries,
furnishing them with power for service.
Wake up, brethren and sisters, wake up. Sleep no longer. "Why stand ye here all the day idle?" Jesus calls you, saying, "Go
work today in My vineyard." Whoever has received the Holy Spirit, will make it manifest; for all his powers will be employed
in the most active service. All who actually receive Christ by faith, work. They feel the burden of souls. God now calls upon
everyone who has a knowledge of the truth, who is a depositary of sacred truth, to arise and impart the light of heaven to
others.
Wake up, brethren; for your own soul's sake, wake up. Without the grace of Christ you can do nothing. Work while you can If
our eyes could be open to discern the fallen angels at work with those who feel at ease and consider themselves safe, we would
not feel so secure. Evil angels are upon our track every moment…. God calls upon all, both preachers and people, to awake.
All heaven is astir. The scenes of earth's history are fast closing. We are amid the perils of the last days. Greater perils are
before us, and yet we are not awake. This lack of activity and earnestness in the cause of God is dreadful. This death stupor is
from Satan.
What shall I say to arouse the remnant people of God? I was shown that dreadful scenes are before us; Satan and his angels are
bringing all their powers to bear upon God's people. He knows that if they sleep a little longer, he is sure of them, for their
destruction is certain.
In these final hours of probation for the sons of men, when the fate of every soul is so soon to be decided forever, the Lord of
heaven and earth expects His church to arouse to action as never before. Those who have been made free in Christ through a
knowledge of precious truth, are regarded by the Lord Jesus as His chosen ones, favored above all other people on the face of
the earth; and He is counting on them to show forth the praises of Him who hath called them out of darkness into marvelous
light. The blessings which are so liberally bestowed, are to be communicated to others. The good news of salvation is to go to
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people.
Not one in a hundred among us is doing anything beyond engaging in common, worldly enterprises. We are not half awake to
the worth of the souls for whom Christ died. {Christian Service Pg. 75- 81}
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