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The Point That Must Be Settled
Said the apostle Paul, "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? . . . And such were some of you: but ye
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Corinthians 6:911). The absence of devotion, piety, and sanctification of the outer man comes through denying Jesus Christ our righteousness. The
love of God needs to be constantly cultivated. . . .
While one class pervert the doctrine of justification by faith and neglect to comply with the conditions laid down in the Word of God-"If ye love Me, keep My commandments"-- there is fully as great an error on the part of those who claim to believe and obey the
commandments of God but who place themselves in opposition to the precious rays of light--new to them--reflected from the cross of
Calvary. The first class do not see the wondrous things in the law of God for all who are doers of His Word. The others cavil over
trivialities and neglect the weightier matters, mercy and the love of God.
Many have lost very much in that they have not opened the eyes of their understanding to discern the wondrous things in the law of
God. On the one hand, religionists generally have divorced the law and the gospel, while we have, on the other hand, almost done the
same from another standpoint. We have not held up before the people the righteousness of Christ and the full significance of His great
plan of redemption. We have left out Christ and His matchless love, brought in theories and reasonings, and preached argumentative
discourses.
Unconverted men have stood in the pulpits sermonizing. Their own hearts have never experienced, through a living, clinging, trusting
faith, the sweet evidence of the forgiveness of their sins. How, then, can they preach the love, the sympathy, the forgiveness of God
for all sins? How can they say, "Look and live"? Looking at the cross of Calvary, you will have a desire to bear the cross. A world's
Redeemer hung upon the cross of Calvary. Behold the Saviour of the world, in whom dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.
Can any look and behold the sacrifice of God's dear Son, and their hearts not be melted and broken, ready to surrender to God heart
and soul?
Let this point be fully settled in every mind: If we accept Christ as a Redeemer, we must accept Him as a Ruler. We cannot have the
assurance and perfect confiding trust in Christ as our Saviour until we acknowledge Him as our King and are obedient to His
commandments. Thus we evidence our allegiance to God. We have then the genuine ring in our faith, for it is a working faith. It works
by love. Speak it from your heart: "Lord, I believe Thou hast died to redeem my soul. If Thou hast placed such a value upon the soul
as to give Thy life for mine, I will respond. I give my life and all its possibilities, in all my weakness, into Thy keeping."
The will must be brought into complete harmony with the will of God. When this is done, no ray of light that shines into the heart and
chambers of the mind will be resisted. The soul will not be barricaded with prejudice, calling light darkness and darkness light. The
light from heaven is welcomed, as light filling all the chambers of the soul. This is making melody to God. {Faith and Works Pg. 15-16}
The price paid for our redemption, the infinite sacrifice of our heavenly Father in giving His Son to die for us, should give us exalted
conceptions of what we may become through Christ. As the inspired apostle John beheld the height, the depth, the breadth of the
Father's love toward the perishing race, he was filled with adoration and reverence; and, failing to find suitable language in which to
express the greatness and tenderness of this love, he called upon the world to behold it. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." 1 John 3:1. What a value this places upon man! Through transgression
the sons of man become subjects of Satan. Through faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ the sons of Adam may become the sons of
God. By assuming human nature, Christ elevates humanity. Fallen men are placed where, through connection with Christ, they may
indeed become worthy of the name "sons of God." {Steps to Christ Pg. 15}
"And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold." The very atmosphere is polluted with sin. Soon God's people
will be tested by fiery trials, and the great proportion of those who now appear to be genuine and true will prove to be base metal.
Instead of being strengthened and confirmed by opposition, threats, and abuse, they will cowardly take the side of the opposers. The
promise is: "Them that honor Me I will honor." Shall we be less firmly attached to God's law because the world at large have
attempted to make it void?
Already the judgments of God are abroad in the land, as seen in storms, in floods, in tempests, in earthquakes, in peril by land and by
sea. The great I AM is speaking to those who make void His law. When God's wrath is poured out upon the earth, who will then be
able to stand? Now is the time for God's people to show themselves true to principle. When the religion of Christ is most held in
contempt, when His law is most despised, then should our zeal be the warmest and our courage and firmness the most unflinching. To
stand in defense of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the battles of the Lord when champions are few--this
will be our test. At this time we must gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their
treason. The nation will be on the side of the great rebel leader. {Testimonies Volume Pg. 136}
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