redeemed, renewed in His own image, every heart bearing the perfect
impress of the divine, every face reflecting the likeness of their King.
He beholds in them the result of the travail of His soul, and He is satisfied. Then, in a voice that reaches the assembled multitudes of the righteous and the wicked, He declares: “Behold the purchase of My blood!
For these I suffered, for these I died, that they might dwell in My presence throughout eternal ages.” And the song of praise ascends from the
white-robed ones about the throne: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and
glory, and blessing.” Revelation 5:12.
Fire comes down from God out of heaven. The earth is broken up.
The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn forth. Devouring flames
burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire.
The sins of the righteous having been transferred to Satan, he is made to
suffer not only for his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has
caused God’s people to commit. His punishment is to be far greater
than that of those whom he has deceived. After all have perished who
fell by his deceptions, he is still to live and suffer on. In the cleansing
flames the wicked are at last destroyed, root and branch--Satan the root,
his followers the branches. The full penalty of the law has been visited;
the demands of justice have been met; and heaven and earth, beholding,
declare the righteousness of Jehovah.
Satan’s work of ruin is forever ended. For six thousand years he has
wrought his will, filling the earth with woe and causing grief throughout
the universe. The whole creation has groaned and travailed together in
pain. Now God’s creatures are forever delivered from his presence and
temptations. “The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they [the righteous] break forth into singing.” Isaiah 14:7. And a shout of praise and
triumph ascends from the whole loyal universe. “The voice of a great
multitude,” “as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings,” is heard, saying: “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth.” Revelation 19:6.
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Changing Cleveland One By One
Bishop Stephen D. Lewis

Paralyzed by Christ’s Glory and Majesty
No language can express the longing which the disobedient and disloyal
feel for that which they have lost forever--eternal life. Men whom the
world has worshiped for their talents and eloquence now see these things
in their true light. They realize what they have forfeited by transgression,
and they fall at the feet of those whose fidelity they have despised and
derided, and confess that God has loved them.
At the close of the thousand years, Christ again returns to the earth.
He is accompanied by the host of the redeemed and attended by a retinue
of angels. As He descends in terrific majesty He bids the wicked dead
arise to receive their doom. They come forth, a mighty host, numberless
as the sands of the sea. What a contrast to those who were raised at the
first resurrection! The righteous were clothed with immortal youth and
beauty. The wicked bear the traces of disease and death.
Every eye in that vast multitude is turned to behold the glory of the
Son of God. With one voice the wicked hosts exclaim: “Blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord!” It is not love to Jesus that inspires this
utterance. The force of truth urges the words from unwilling lips. As the
wicked went into their graves, so they come forth with the same enmity to
Christ and the same spirit of rebellion. They are to have no new probation
in which to remedy the defects of their past lives. Nothing would be
gained by this. A lifetime of transgression has not softened their hearts. A
second probation, were it given them, would be occupied as was the first
in evading the requirements of God and exciting rebellion against Him.
Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggle for the supremacy.
While deprived of his power and cut off from his work of deception, the
prince of evil was miserable and dejected; but as the wicked dead are
raised and he sees the vast multitudes upon his side, his hopes revive, and
he determines not to yield the great controversy. He will marshal all the
armies of the lost under his banner and through them endeavor to execute
his plans. …
The presence of Christ having been removed, Satan works wonders to
support his claims. He makes the weak strong and inspires all with his

own spirit and energy. He proposes to lead them against the camp of the
saints and to take possession of the City of God. With fiendish exultation he
points to the unnumbered millions who have been raised from the dead and
declares that as their leader he is well able to overthrow the city and regain
his throne and his kingdom.
Satan consults with his angels, and then with these kings and conquerors
and mighty men. They look upon the strength and numbers on their side, and
declare that the army within the city is small in comparison with theirs, and
that it can be overcome…. Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies. Far above the city, upon a foundation of burnished gold, is a throne,
high and lifted up. Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around Him are
the subjects of His kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ no language
can describe, no pen portray. The glory of the Eternal Father is enshrouding
His Son. The brightness of His presence fills the City of God, and flows out
beyond the gates, flooding the whole earth with its radiance.
Nearest the throne are those who were once zealous in the cause of Satan, but who, plucked as brands from the burning, have followed their Saviour with deep, intense devotion. Next are those who perfected Christian
characters in the midst of falsehood and infidelity, those who honored the
law of God when the Christian world declared it void, and the millions, of all
ages, who were martyred for their faith.
As soon as the books of record are opened, and the eye of Jesus looks
upon the wicked, they are conscious of every sin which they have ever committed. They see just where their feet diverged from the path of purity and
holiness, just how far pride and rebellion have carried them in the violation
of the law of God. The seductive temptations which they encouraged by indulgence in sin, the blessings perverted, the messengers of God despised, the
warnings rejected, the waves of mercy beaten back by the stubborn, unrepentant heart--all appear as if written in letters of fire.
Above the throne is revealed the cross; and like a panoramic view appear
the scenes of Adam’s temptation and fall, and the successive steps in the
great plan of redemption. The Saviour’s lowly birth; His betrayal into the
hands of the murderous, and now before the swaying multitude are revealed
the final scenes--the patient Sufferer treading the path to Calvary; the Prince
of heaven hanging upon the cross; the haughty priests and the jeering rabble
deriding His expiring agony; the supernatural darkness; the heaving earth, the
rent rocks, the open graves, marking the moment when the world’s Redeemer
yielded up His life.
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The awful spectacle appears just as it was. Satan, his angels, and his
subjects have no power to turn from the picture of their own work. Each
actor recalls the part which he performed. The whole wicked world stand
arraigned at the bar of God on the charge of high treason against the government of heaven.
Satan seems paralyzed as he beholds the glory and majesty of Christ.
He who was once a covering cherub remembers whence he has fallen. A
shining seraph, “son of the morning;” how changed, how degraded! From
the council where once he was honored, he is forever excluded. He sees
another now standing near to the Father, veiling His glory. He has seen
the crown placed upon the head of Christ by an angel of lofty stature and
majestic presence, and he knows that the exalted position of this angel
might have been his.
Memory recalls the home of his innocence and purity, the peace and
content that were his until he indulged in murmuring against God, and
envy of Christ. His accusations, his rebellion, his deceptions to gain the
sympathy and support of the angels, his stubborn persistence in making
no effort for self-recovery when God would have granted him forgiveness
--all come vividly before him.
Notwithstanding that Satan has been constrained to acknowledge
God’s justice and to bow to the supremacy of Christ, his character remains unchanged. The spirit of rebellion, like a mighty torrent, again
bursts forth. Filled with frenzy, he determines not to yield the great controversy. The time has come for a last desperate struggle against the King
of heaven. He rushes into the midst of his subjects and endeavors to inspire them with his own fury and arouse them to instant battle. But of all
the countless millions whom he has allured into rebellion, there are none
now to acknowledge his supremacy. His power is at an end. The wicked
are filled with the same hatred of God that inspires Satan; but they see
that their case is hopeless, that they cannot prevail against Jehovah. Their
rage is kindled against Satan and those who have been his agents in deception, and with the fury of demons they turn upon them.
Before the universe has been clearly presented the great sacrifice
made by the Father and the Son in man’s behalf. The hour has come when
Christ occupies His rightful position and is glorified above principalities
and powers and every name that is named. It was for the joy that was set
before Him--that He might bring many sons unto glory--that He endured
the cross and despised the shame. And inconceivably great as was the sorrow and the shame, yet greater is the joy and the glory. He looks upon the
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