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The Duty of Every Christian
It is a solemn thing to die, but a far more solemn thing to live. Every thought and word and deed of our lives will meet us again. What
we make of ourselves in probationary time, that we must remain to all eternity. Death brings dissolution to the body, but makes no
change in the character. The coming of Christ does not change our characters; it only fixes them forever beyond all change.
{Testimonies to the Church 5, Pg.466}

Again I appeal to the members of the church to be Christians, to be Christlike. Jesus was a worker, not for Himself, but for others. He
labored to bless and save the lost. If you are Christians you will imitate His example. He has laid the foundation, and we are builders
together with Him. But what material are we bringing to lay on this foundation? "Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is." If you are devoting
all your strength and talent to the things of this world, your lifework is represented by wood, hay, and stubble, to be consumed by the
fires of the last day. But unselfish labor for Christ and the future life will be as gold, silver, and precious stones; it is imperishable.
{Testimonies to the Church 5, Pg.466}

It is the duty of every Christian to acquire habits of order, thoroughness, and dispatch. There is no excuse for slow bungling at work of
any character. When one is always at work and the work is never done, it is because mind and heart are not put into the labor. The one
who is slow and who works at a disadvantage should realize that these are faults to be corrected. He needs to exercise his mind in
planning how to use the time so as to secure the best results. By tact and method, some will accomplish as much in five hours as others
do in ten. Some who are engaged in domestic labor are always at work not because they have so much to do but because they do not
plan so as to save time. By their slow, dilatory ways they make much work out of very little. But all who will, may overcome these
fussy, lingering habits. In their work let them have a definite aim. Decide how long a time is required for a given task, and then bend
every effort toward accomplishing the work in the given time. The exercise of the will power will make the hands move deftly. {Christ
Object Lesson Pg.344}

Our money has not been given us that we might honor and glorify ourselves. As faithful stewards we are to use it for the honor and
glory of God. Some think that only a portion of their means is the Lord's. When they have set apart a portion for religious and
charitable purposes, they regard the remainder as their own, to be used as they see fit. But in this they mistake. All we possess is the
Lord's, and we are accountable to Him for the use we make of it. In the use of every penny, it will be seen whether we love God
supremely and our neighbor as ourselves. {Ibid Pg.351}
Many are dissatisfied with their lifework. It may be that their surroundings are uncongenial; their time is occupied with commonplace
work, when they think themselves capable of higher responsibilities; often their efforts seem to them to be unappreciated or fruitless;
their future is uncertain. {Ministry of Healing Pg. 472}
Let us remember that while the work we have to do may not be our choice, it is to be accepted as God's choice for us. Whether
pleasing or unpleasing, we are to do the duty that lies nearest. {Ibid Pg.472}
Our plans are not always God's plans. He may see that it is best for us and for His cause to refuse our very best intentions, as He did in
the case of David. But of one thing we may be assured, He will bless and use in the advancement of His cause those who sincerely
devote themselves and all they have to His glory. If He sees it best not to grant their desires He will counterbalance the refusal by
giving them tokens of His love and entrusting to them another service. {Ministry of Healing Pg. 473}
In His loving care and interest for us, often He who understands us better than we understand ourselves refuses to permit us selfishly
to seek the gratification of our own ambition. He does not permit us to pass by the homely but sacred duties that lie next us. Often
these duties afford the very training essential to prepare us for a higher work. Often our plans fail that God's plans for us may succeed.
We are never called upon to make a real sacrifice for God. Many things He asks us to yield to Him, but in doing this we are but giving
up that which hinders us in the heavenward way. Even when called upon to surrender those things which in themselves are good, we
may be sure that God is thus working out for us some higher good. {Ibid Pg.473}
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