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PRAYER AND STUDY ESSENTIAL
Satan well knows that all whom he can lead to neglect prayer and the searching of the Scriptures, will be overcome by his attacks.
Therefore he invents every possible device to engross the mind. (The Great Controversy Pg.513)
The people of God are directed to the Scriptures as their safeguard against the influence of false teachers and the delusive power of
spirits of darkness. Satan employs every possible device to prevent men from obtaining a knowledge of the Bible; for its plain
utterances reveal his deceptions. At every revival of God's work the prince of evil is aroused to more intense activity; he is now
putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ and His followers. The last great delusion is soon to open before us.
Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to
distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures. (The Great Controversy Pg.593)
None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. To every soul will
come the searching test: Shall I obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of
God's immutable word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus? (The Great
Controversy Pg.594)

Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth will be shielded from the
powerful delusion that takes the world captive….Satan will, if possible, prevent them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day.
He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome
burden, that their hearts may be overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come upon them as a thief. (The Great
Controversy Pg.625)

The members of the church will individually be tested and proved. They will be placed in circumstances where they will be forced to
bear witness for the truth. Many will be called to speak before councils and in courts of justice, perhaps separately and alone. The
experience which would have helped them in this emergency they have neglected to obtain, and their souls are burdened with remorse
for wasted opportunities and neglected privileges. (Testimonies Volume 5 Pg.463)
If God has ever spoken by me, the time will come when you will be brought before councils, and every position of truth which you
hold will be severely criticized. The time that so many are now allowing to go to waste should be devoted to the charge that God has
given us of preparing for the approaching crisis…"Search the Scriptures." Study your Bible as you have never studied it before.
Unless you arise to a higher, holier state in your religious life, you will not be ready for the appearing of our Lord. . (Testimonies Volume
5 Pg. 716)

It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in contemplation of the life of Christ. We should take it point by point, and
let the imagination grasp each scene, especially the closing ones. As we thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us, our confidence in
Him will be more constant, our love will be quickened, and we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit. If we would be saved at
last, we must learn the lesson of penitence and humiliation at the foot of the cross. {Desire of Ages Pg. 83}
Those who have had opportunities to hear and receive of the truth and who have united with the Seventh-day Adventist church, calling
themselves the commandment-keeping people of God, and yet possess no more vitality and consecration to God than do the nominal
churches, will receive the plagues of God just as verily as the churches who oppose the law of God. . {Manuscript Release Volume 19 Pg.176}
"These are perilous times for the church of God, and the greatest danger now is that of self-deception. Individuals professing to
believe the truth are blind to their own danger and wrongs. They reach the standard of piety which has been set up by their friends and
themselves, they are fellowshiped by their brethren, and are satisfied, while they entirely fail to reach the gospel standard set up by our
divine Lord. If they regard iniquity in their hearts, the Lord will not hear them. But with many it is not only regarded in the heart, but
openly carried out in the life; yet in many cases the wrongdoers receive no rebuke… {Testimonies Volume 1 Pg.214-215}
No soul is ever finally deserted of God, given up to his own ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation. "Man turns from God,
not God from him." Our heavenly Father follows us with appeals and warnings and assurances of compassion, until further
opportunities and privileges would be wholly in vain. The responsibility rests with the sinner. By resisting the Spirit of God today, he
prepares the way for a second resistance of light when it comes with mightier power. Thus he passes on from one stage of resistance to
another, until at last the light will fail to impress, and he will cease to respond in any measure to the Spirit of God. Then even "the
light that is in thee" has become darkness. The very truth we do know has become so perverted as to increase the blindness of the soul.
{Thoughts from the Mount of Blessings pp.93}
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