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“Preparation for Christ’s Coming”
I have been especially instructed in regard to the danger of drawing apart, and of evil speaking and contention. We need to bow before
God in repentance because of our lack of love for one another, and for him who died for us. The gold of love and faith is not abundant
among us. Many are holding on to the truth with but the tips of their fingers. The precious time that should be spent in speaking of the
Saviour's power to save, is being spent by many in carrying evil reports. Unless they make a decided change, they will be found
wanting. Unless they have an entire transformation of character, they will never enter heaven. A deep, thorough work needs to be done
in the hearts of those who profess to be children of God. Until they reveal the faith that works by love and purifies the soul, very little
genuine work for God will be done in the world…
Let our people take up their appointed work,--the work of soul-saving. Let them not think that upon them has been laid the burden of
watching and criticizing the work of others. Those who put their whole souls into the work that God gives them will have no time to
criticize the efforts of their fellow workers, no time to weaken the hands of those who are straining every nerve and muscle to advance
the work.
Let not any man or woman feel that he or she has been appointed to carry evil reports from church to church, and from conference to
conference. I have been grieved beyond measure to see how easy it is for persons to spend precious time in this cruel work. The
proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages is now to be our burden. Those who spend their time in thinking and
speaking evil are bringing to the foundation, material represented by hay, wood, and stubble, which will be consumed by the fires of
the last days. They will one day see that their time has been spent in weakening churches, institutions, and conference.
Words of suspicion and distrust, like the thistle-down carried by the wind, are scattered far and wide, and can never be recalled. UnChristlike speech lies at the foundation of nine tenths of all the difficulties that exist in the church. Satan's agents are industriously
trying to get professed Christians to speak unadvisedly. When they succeed, Satan exults, because God's followers have hurt their
influence. We have no time, in these solemn moments, to contend with one another. Those who give way to evil-thinking and evilspeaking do not realize how much time they cause others to lose. God's servants have been called upon to settle difficulties between
brother and brother, and time has been spent in this way that belonged to souls ready to perish,--time that ought to have been devoted
to the fulfilling of the gospel commission.
My brother, my sister, be afraid to find fault, afraid to talk against your fellow workers. You have enlisted to fight against Satan's
forces, and you have no time to fight against your fellow soldiers. The truly converted man has no inclination to think or talk of the
faults of others. His lips are sanctified, and as God's witness he testifies that the grace of Christ has transformed his heart. He realizes
that he can not afford to talk discouragement or unbelief. He can not afford to be harsh or faultfinding. He has not received orders to
punish the erring and sinful by heaping abuse upon them.
Speak words of kindness, words of uplifting; for this is the fruit borne upon the Christian tree. Overcome all harshness. Eternity alone
will reveal the harm that harsh words do to those who utter them, and to those who hear. Hold firmly to the One who has all power in
heaven and earth, and although you often fail to reveal patience and calmness under provocation, by no means give up the struggle.
Resolve again, this time more firmly, that you will be an example of Christian patience. Remember that those only will enter heaven
who have overcome the temptation to think and speak evil…RH, 11-24-04
We may make mistakes, and we may have to "admonish one another." But there has come into the churches at Oakland and the
surrounding community a spirit of backbiting, of faultfinding and evil-speaking, which demonstrates that you are not converted.
Words are uttered that never should pass the lips of a Christian. My brethren and sisters, when you have nothing better to speak of
than something about the faults of others, remember that "silence is eloquence." Cease to dwell upon the shortcomings of others. Keep
the tongue sanctified unto God. Refrain from saying anything that might detract from the influence of another; for by indulging in
these words of criticism, you blaspheme God's holy name as verily as you would were you to swear….We need especially to guard
against having a tongue that is sanctified to Satan….MS 95, 1906.

DEALING WITH ONE AT FAULT
If one of these little ones shall be overcome, and commit a wrong against you, then it is your work to seek his restoration. Do not wait
for him to make the first effort for reconciliation. "How think ye?" said Jesus; "if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be
gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be
that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so it is
not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish."

In the spirit of meekness, "considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted," (Gal. 6:1), go to the erring one, and "tell him his fault
between thee and him alone." Do not put him to shame by exposing his fault to others, nor bring dishonor upon Christ by making
public the sin or error of one who bears His name. Often the truth must be plainly spoken to the erring; he must be led to see his error,
that he may reform. But you are not to judge or to condemn. Make no attempt at self-justification. Let all your effort be for his
recovery. In treating the wounds of the soul, there is need of the most delicate touch, the finest sensibility. Only the love that flows
from the Suffering One of Calvary can avail here. With pitying tenderness, let brother deal with brother, knowing that if you succeed,
you will "save a soul from death," and "hide a multitude of sins." James 5:20. But even this effort may be unavailing. Then, said Jesus,
"take with thee one or two more." It may be that their united influence will prevail where that of the first was unsuccessful. Not being
parties to the trouble, they will be more likely to act impartially, and this fact will give their counsel greater weight with the erring
one. . . . .
If he will not hear them, then, and not till then, the matter is to be brought before the whole body of believers. Let the members of the
church, as the representatives of Christ, unite in prayer and loving entreaty that the offender may be restored. The Holy Spirit will
speak through His servants, pleading with the wanderer to return to God. Paul the apostle, speaking by inspiration, says, "As though
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 2 Cor. 5:20. He who rejects this united overture
has broken the tie that binds him to Christ, and thus has severed himself from the fellowship of the church. Henceforth, said Jesus, "let
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican." But he is not to be regarded as cut off from the mercy of God. Let him not be
despised or neglected by his former brethren, but be treated with tenderness and compassion, as one of the lost sheep that Christ is still
seeking to bring to His fold.
Christ's instruction as to the treatment of the erring repeats in more specific form the teaching given to Israel through Moses: "Thou
shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in anywise rebuke thy neighbor, that thou bear not sin for him." Lev. 19:17, margin.
That is, if one neglects the duty Christ has enjoined, of trying to restore those who are in error and sin, he becomes a partaker in the
sin. For evils that we might have checked, we are just as responsible as if we were guilty of the acts ourselves.
But it is to the wrongdoer himself that we are to present the wrong. We are not to make it a matter of comment and criticism among
ourselves; nor even after it is told to the church, are we at liberty to repeat it to others. A knowledge of the faults of Christians will be
only a cause of stumbling to the unbelieving world; and by dwelling upon these things, we ourselves can receive only harm; for it is
by beholding that we become changed. While we seek to correct the errors of a brother, the Spirit of Christ will lead us to shield him,
as far as possible, from the criticism of even his own brethren, and how much more from the censure of the unbelieving world. We
ourselves are erring, and need Christ's pity and forgiveness, and just as we wish Him to deal with us, He bids us deal with one another.
( Desire Of Ages-440-441)

"I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which
need no repentance." If the sinner repents because of your kind and loving admonition, work has been done for eternity. There is great
need of carrying out the instruction of Christ in a definite manner, acting up to the word of our Master. This is living the law of God.
In thus dealing with our brethren, we may make an impression on others that will never fade from their minds. We may not remember
some act of kindness which we do, it may fade from our memory; but eternity will bring out in all its brightness, every act done for the
salvation of souls, every word spoken for the comfort of God's children; and these deeds done for Christ's sake will be a part of our joy
through all eternity. When we pursue toward our brethren any course save that of kindness and courtesy, we pursue an unchristian
course. We should manifest courtesy at home, in the church, and in our intercourse with all men. But especially we should manifest
compassion and respect for those who are giving their lives to the cause of God. We should exercise that precious love that suffereth
long and is kind; that envieth not, that vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil. God would have his servants always appear at their best, both at home and in society; and where
Jesus reigns in the heart, there will be sweet love, and we shall be tender and true to one another. It takes special watchfulness to keep
the affections alive, and our hearts in a condition where we shall be sensible of the good that exists in the hearts of others. If we do not
watch on this point, Satan will put his jealousy into our souls; he will put his glasses before our eyes, that we may see the actions of
our brethren in a distorted light. Instead of looking critically upon our brethren, we should turn our eyes within, and be ready to
discover the objectionable traits of our own character. As we have a proper realization of our own mistakes and failures, the mistakes
of others will sink into insignificance. (Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 11-07-12)
If we love Jesus, we shall love to live for Him, to present our thank offerings to Him, to labor for Him. The very labor will be light.
For His sake we shall covet pain and toil and sacrifice. We shall sympathize with His longing for the salvation of men. We shall feel
the same tender craving for souls that He has felt. This is the religion of Christ. Anything short of it is a deception. {Christ Object Lesson
Pg. 49-50}
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