warning given. The sweet voice of mercy was no more to invite them. When
the saints, and all heaven, were interested for their salvation, they had no interest for themselves. Life and death had been set before them. Many desired
life, but made no effort to obtain it. They did not choose life, and now there
was no atoning blood to cleanse the guilty, no compassionate Saviour to
plead for them, and cry, “Spare, spare the sinner a little longer.” All heaven
had united with Jesus, as they heard the fearful words, “It is done. It is finished.” The plan of salvation had been accomplished, but few had chosen to
accept it. And as mercy’s sweet voice died away, fear and horror seized the
wicked. With terrible distinctness they heard the words, “Too late! too late!”
Those who had not prized God’s Word were hurrying to and fro, wandering from sea to sea, and from the north to the east, to seek the Word of the
Lord. Said the angel, “They shall not find it. There is a famine in the land;
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but for hearing the words of the
Lord. What would they not give for one word of approval from God! but no,
they must hunger and thirst on. Day after day have they slighted salvation,
prizing earthly riches and earthly pleasure higher than any heavenly treasure
or inducement. They have rejected Jesus and despised His saints. The filthy
must remain filthy forever.”
Many of the wicked were greatly enraged as they suffered the effects of
the plagues. It was a scene of fearful agony. Parents were bitterly reproaching their children, and children their parents, brothers their sisters, and sisters
their brothers. Loud, wailing cries were heard in every direction, “It was you
who kept me from receiving the truth which would have saved me from this
awful hour.” The people turned upon their ministers with bitter hate and reproached them, saying, “You have not warned us. You told us that all the
world was to be converted, and cried, Peace, peace, to quiet every fear that
was aroused. You have not told us of this hour; and those who warned us of
it you declared to be fanatics and evil men, who would ruin us.” But I saw
that the ministers did not escape the wrath of God. Their suffering was tenfold greater than that of their people. {Early Writings Pg. 279}
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Changing Cleveland One By One
Bishop Stephen D. Lewis

Redeeming the Time
Time: (noun) the indefinite continued progress of existence and events in the
past, present, and future regarded as a whole: The system of those sequential
relations that any other, as past, present, or future; indefinite and continuous
duration regarded as that in which events succeed one another.
Our time belongs to God. Every moment is His, and we are under the
most solemn obligation to improve it to His glory. Of no talent He has given
will He require a more strict account than of our time.
The value of time is beyond computation. Christ regarded every moment
as precious, and it is thus that we should regard it. Life is too short to be trifled away. We have but a few days of probation in which to prepare for eternity. We have no time to waste, no time to devote to selfish pleasure, no time
for the indulgence of sin. It is now that we are to form characters for the future, immortal life. It is now that we are to prepare for the searching judgment.
The human family have scarcely begun to live when they begin to die,
and the world’s incessant labor ends in nothingness unless a true knowledge
in regard to eternal life is gained. The man who appreciates time as his working day will fit himself for a mansion and for a life that is immortal. It is well
that he was born.
We are admonished to redeem the time. But time squandered can never
be recovered. We cannot call back even one moment. The only way in which
we can redeem our time is by making the most of that which remains, by being co-workers with God in His great plan of redemption.
In him who does this, a transformation of character takes place. He becomes a son of God, a member of the royal family, a child of the heavenly
King. He is fitted to be the companion of the angels.
Now is our time to labor for the salvation of our fellow men. There are
some who think that if they give money to the cause of Christ, this is all they
are required to do; the precious time in which they might do personal service
for Him passes unimproved. But it is the privilege and duty of all who have
health and strength to render to God active service. All are to labor in winning souls to Christ. Donations of money cannot take the place of this.
Every moment is freighted with eternal consequences. We are to stand as

minute men, ready for service at a moment’s notice. The opportunity that is
now ours to speak to some needy soul the word of life may never offer again.
God may say to that one, “This night thy soul shall be required of thee,” and
through our neglect he may not be ready. (Luke 12:20.) In the great judgment
day, how shall we render our account to God?
Life is too solemn to be absorbed in temporal and earthly matters, in a
treadmill of care and anxiety for the things that are but an atom in comparison
with the things of eternal interest. Yet God has called us to serve Him in the
temporal affairs of life. Diligence in this work is as much a part of true religion
as is devotion. The Bible gives no endorsement to idleness. It is the greatest
curse that afflicts our world. Every man and woman who is truly converted will
be a diligent worker.
Upon the right improvement of our time depends our success in acquiring
knowledge and mental culture. The cultivation of the intellect need not be prevented by poverty, humble origin, or unfavorable surroundings. Only let the
moments be treasured. A few moments here and a few there, that might be frittered away in aimless talk; the morning hours so often wasted in bed; the time
spent in traveling on trams or railway cars, or waiting at the station; the moments of waiting for meals, waiting for those who are tardy in keeping an appointment--if a book were kept at hand, and these fragments of time were improved in study, reading, or careful thought, what might not be accomplished.
A resolute purpose, persistent industry, and careful economy of time, will enable men to acquire knowledge and mental discipline which will qualify them
for almost any position of influence and usefulness.
It is the duty of every Christian to acquire habits of order, thoroughness,
and dispatch. There is no excuse for slow bungling at work of any character.
When one is always at work and the work is never done, it is because mind and
heart are not put into the labor. The one who is slow and who works at a disadvantage should realize that these are faults to be corrected. He needs to exercise
his mind in planning how to use the time so as to secure the best results. By
tact and method, some will accomplish as much in five hours as others do in
ten. Some who are engaged in domestic labor are always at work not because
they have so much to do but because they do not plan so as to save time. By
their slow, dilatory ways they make much work out of very little. But all who
will, may overcome these fussy, lingering habits. In their work let them have a
definite aim. Decide how long a time is required for a given task, and then bend
every effort toward accomplishing the work in the given time. The exercise of
the will power will make the hands move deftly.
Through lack of determination to take themselves in hand and reform, persons can become stereotyped in a wrong course of action; or by cultivating

2

their powers they may acquire ability to do the very best of service. Then they
will find themselves in demand anywhere and everywhere. They will be appreciated for all that they are worth.
By many children and youth, time is wasted that might be spent in carrying
home burdens, and thus showing a loving interest in father and mother. The
youth might take upon their strong young shoulders many responsibilities
which someone must bear.
The life of Christ from His earliest years was a life of earnest activity. He
lived not to please Himself. He was the Son of the infinite God, yet He worked
at the carpenter’s trade with His father Joseph. His trade was significant. He
had come into the world as the character builder, and as such all His work was
perfect. Into all His secular labor He brought the same perfection as into the
characters He was transforming by His divine power. He is our pattern. Parents should teach their children the value and right use of time. Teach them that
to do something which will honor God and bless humanity is worth striving
for. Even in their early years they can be missionaries for God.
Parents cannot commit a greater sin than to allow their children to have
nothing to do. The children soon learn to love idleness, and they grow up shiftless, useless men and women. When they are old enough to earn their living,
and find employment, they work in a lazy, droning way, yet expect to be paid
as much as if they were faithful. There is a world-wide difference between this
class of workers and those who realize that they must be faithful stewards.
Indolent, careless habits indulged in secular work will be brought into the
religious life and will unfit one to do any efficient service for God. Many who
through diligent labor might have been a blessing to the world, have been ruined through idleness. Lack of employment and of steadfast purpose opens the
door to a thousand temptations. Evil companions and vicious habits deprave
mind and soul, and the result is ruin for this life and for the life to come.
Whatever the line of work in which we engage, the word of God teaches us
to be “not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.”
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might,” “knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance; for ye serve the Lord Christ.”
Romans 12:11; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Colossians 3:24. {Christ’s Object Lessons Pg. 342-346}
Then I saw Jesus lay off His priestly attire and clothe Himself with His
most kingly robes. Upon His head were many crowns, a crown within a crown.
Surrounded by the angelic host, He left heaven. The plagues were falling upon
the inhabitants of the earth. Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others rushed to the people of God and begged to be taught how they might escape
His judgments. But the saints had nothing for them. The last tear for sinners
had been shed, the last agonizing prayer offered, the last burden borne, the last
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