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It’s Time: Now or Never
Satan well knows that success can only attend order and harmonious action. He well knows that everything connected with Heaven is in
perfect order, that subjection and perfect discipline mark the movements of the angelic host. It is his studied effort to lead professed
Christians just as far from Heaven's arrangement as he can; therefore he deceives even the professed people of God, and makes them
believe that order and discipline are enemies to spirituality; that the only safety for them is to let each pursue his own course, and to
remain especially distinct from bodies of Christians who are united, and are laboring to establish discipline and harmony of action. All the
efforts made to establish order are considered dangerous, a restriction of rightful liberty, and hence are feared as popery. These devoted
souls consider it a virtue to boast of their freedom to think and act independently. They will not take any man's say-so. They are amenable
to no man. I was shown that it is Satan's special work to lead men to feel that it is God's order for them to strike out for themselves, and
choose their own course, independent of their brethren. {Christian Experience and Teaching of Ellen G. White Pg. 201}
Those who consecrate body, soul, and spirit to God, will constantly receive a new endowment of physical, mental, and spiritual power.
The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their command. Christ gives them the breath of His own Spirit, the life of His own life. The
Holy Spirit puts forth His highest energies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges and multiplies their faculties, and every
perfection of the divine nature comes to their assistance in the work of saving souls. Through co-operation with Christ, they are made
complete in Him, and in their human weakness they are enabled to do the deeds of Omnipotence. The Redeemer will not accept divided
service. {Gospel Workers Pg. 112}
God takes men as they are, and educates them for His service, if they will yield themselves to Him. The Spirit of God, received into the
soul, will quicken all its faculties. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the mind that is devoted unreservedly to God develops
harmoniously, and is strengthened to comprehend and fulfill the requirements of God. The weak, vacillating character becomes changed
to one of strength and steadfastness. (The Desire of Ages pg. 251)
The first disciples went forth preaching the word. They revealed Christ in their lives. And the Lord worked with them, "confirming the
word with signs following." Mark 16:20. These disciples prepared themselves for their work. Before the day of Pentecost they met
together, and put away all differences. They were of one accord. They believed Christ's promise that the blessing would be given, and
they prayed in faith. They did not ask for a blessing for themselves merely; they were weighted with the burden for the salvation of souls.
The gospel was to be carried to the uttermost parts of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then
it was that the Holy Spirit was poured out, and thousands were converted in a day. (The Desire of Ages pg.827)
Let Christians put away their dissensions, and give themselves to God for the saving of the lost. Let them in faith ask for the blessing, and
it will come. The outpouring of the Spirit in apostolic days was the "former rain," and glorious was the result. But the "latter rain" will be
more abundant. Joel 2:23. As the knowledge of the truth is received, let it be imparted to those who are in darkness, without God and
without hope in the world. In such labor there is a variety of minds to deal with, and God will greatly bless His servants as they look to
Him for wisdom. The Holy Spirit will come to all who are begging for the bread of life to give to their neighbors. (Testimonies for the Church
Volume Six pg. 90)

In every age there is given to men their day of light and privilege, a probationary time in which they may become reconciled to God. But
there is a limit to this grace. Mercy may plead for years and be slighted and rejected; but there comes a time when mercy makes her last
plea. The heart becomes so hardened that it ceases to respond to the Spirit of God. Then the sweet, winning voice entreats the sinner no
longer, and reproofs and warnings cease. That day had come to Jerusalem. Jesus wept in anguish over the doomed city, but He could not
deliver her. He had exhausted every resource. In rejecting the warnings of God's Spirit, Israel had rejected the only means of help. There
was no other power by which they could be delivered. (The Desire of Ages pg. 587)
This case is placed on record for our benefit. Just what took place in Pharaoh's heart will take place in every soul that neglects to cherish
the light and walk promptly in its rays. God destroys no one. The sinner destroys himself by his own impenitence. When a person once
neglects to heed the invitations, reproofs, and warnings of the Spirit of God, his conscience becomes seared, and the next time he is
admonished, it will be more difficult to yield obedience than before. And thus with every repetition. Conscience is the voice of God, heard
amid the conflict of human passions; when it is resisted, the Spirit of God is grieved. (Testimonies for the Church Volume Five pg. 120)
Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as much as to the first disciples. But like every
other promise, it is given on conditions. There are many who believe and profess to claim the Lord's promise; they talk about Christ and
about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to be guided and controlled by the divine agencies. We
cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us. Through the Spirit God works in His people "to will and to do of His good pleasure."
But many will not submit to this. They want to manage themselves. This is why they do not receive the heavenly gift. Only to those who
wait humbly upon God, who watch for His guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their demand and reception.
This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other blessings in its train. It is given according to the riches of the grace of Christ,
and He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity to receive. (The Desire of Ages pg. 672)
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